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A WORD TO THE PUBLIC

In ealling the First National Conference on Marketing and
Farm Credits the publishers of the farm journals that sponsored
and financed the undertaking had no pot scheme to foist upon
the public; neither was it their purpose to inaugurate a fight
npon any special interests connected with present methods of
marketing farm produets or financing farm business,

Recognizing certain defects, and believing that from the com-
mon eounsel gmne light 1:uig|1l- be thrown npon the ways, they
undertook the responsibility of initiating this national move-
ment. Believing that in a mwultitude of wisdoni truth may be
born, they brought the people tosether to diagnose evils and o
propose remedies,

From the very beginning the promoters of this eonfercnee
took cvery preeaution to keep it apart from any toueh of sen-
sationalism and free from evideners of hasty action. The man-
ner in which the delegates went about the work was gratifying
beyvond the promoters’ deedms.

The call received a gensrous vesponse; the delegates who at-
tended were ploneers blaziog Lhe first nalional trail to redirect
economie Torces for the readjustment of Lhe farming population
to harmonious relalions with the indostzial world.

At all times the eonference was within the control of delegates
who represented the husiness inlerest of farmers, and as such the
deliberation of the delegates eannol bul be recognized as of sa-
preme importance. For this reason, alse, the sentiment of the
gathering must have preat influenee with those in the legislulive
Lalls who represent the whale hody of the people,

When the gavel fell on the first session the fester-relation of
the farm journals who promoted this conlerence ceased and they
became as others—joint participants in a mighty work.
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v MAREKETING AND FPARM CREDITS

A CALL FOR A CONFERENCE

To the People of the United States, and partienlarly those directly interestad
in the growing and distriboting of farm producte:

While the people are complaining of the high cosl of living maay farmers
are finding that their buainess does oot rield profitable returos on labor
and investment,

This cons=tilutes the giant paradex of our time, and is so beeanse of eer-
tain remediable defeeiz in the ccenemic strveture of the Nation. We be-
lieve these defects come from g erude orpanization of the farmers’ way of
doing business. The lesses oceurring vearly amomt to millions and affect
producers, traosportation lioes amd many busivess interests.  This waste
not only makes for exerbitant retail prices of fendstoffr, but alio makes
impoggible a healthy growth of Lhe fapming ioduwstry.

A generation ago the neighboring villuge or the county seat offered fair
markets to the individual farmer; but soch a method of distribution today
is in dishatmony with the busivess worll. Tet, i Lot fow scctions have
farmers muode the necesciry aidjustment to mndern punditions.  Through
no fault of their owm, this situntion reacts armfully upon all,

Compared with Buropean eonndrics, 1be buginess orponization of American
agriculture must appear crnde. We remember, however, thet our Nation is
still yonng, and just emerging trom an era when farmers might exploic the
lnnwd without regucd to sl éonservalion. Even now o large port of the
Nutiom har not reached the *f
gram, thergfere, i3 necessary, sinee both cor markeiing methods and our
provigion for the finnneing nf farmers have bwen ouletripped by other

spttling dowm atage.”’ A constroetive pro-

eountries, und hy the evelution of other indurtries within the confines of the
Mation—s patbologie eoudilion of supreme importance,

Cur invedtigations hove Ted us bo believe (ot conditions, suel as we hove
deseribed, enn be improved with the least delay Ty cooperation with farm
producera from others interested in the growing and distribution of farm
products, aod by the creation of o burenu of murkets in the TUnibed States
department of agriculture,

We helieve that any attempd to reconeile the high eoet of living with the
earning powers of the people muost ba founded vpen o pormal eondilion of
the spricultural clapses. Ent the present season offers hiftle hope either to
producers or comenmers uniless the peopls take gquick action.

Thergfore, acting gpom the aonthoriky delegated ve, we call o conferenee of
all people interested to meet in Clieago, April 8, % aud 10, 1913, to counsel
fogether and devizse spme acceptzlde plan of action,



