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Faurtuy ir Bhevefore a paralie of Hhe fompolent
Yezrmings of the Middie Ages—iis pairicnate
ampiragion, fis conscience-sirichen derire, s
Seitered curiority amid the cramping Nmils of
imperfecy Bnowledye, and trvational dogma-
#im,  The indertructible beauty of Gresh ari,
tiihereef FHalers was i5e emblem, became, throupk
ife discovery of clotsic pociry and sclpfure,
He porsession of the modern world,  Medie-
valiim fook Ais Melen o wife, and fhelr
afipring, the BEupherion of Goelhe's drama,
di Phe spivit of tie modern world.'

J. A. Bvmowps,
R enadseamee s Siwly, il p 54
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PREFACE

Early Editiona, The earlicst extant editicn of Marlowe's
Doctor  Faustus bears the following title - page :—' The|
Tragicall History of D, Faustos. | As it hath bene Acted by
the Right | Hono-rable the Earle of Notdogham his scruants
Written by Ch. Marl | London. | Printed by V. 5 for Thomas
Buoshell. 1604.”

The only known copy of this edition is to be found ameng
Malone's books in the Bodleinn Libwary.

Similarly, the Hamburg Public Library possegses the only
extant copy of the second edition, a yeprint_of the first, issned
in 160g, ‘imprinted at London by G. E. for John Wright, and
are to be sold at Christ-church Gate,”

A third edition was in all probability published in 1611, but
no copy bas hitherto been discovered, althoagh it is koown
that Heber possessad n copy of this bese.’ It would seem that
the edition was a reprint of the earlier quarto of 1600

The fourth edition, published in 1616, ditfers in many impeort-
ant respects from the formey goartos: it comtnins entirely new
scenes and episodes, as well as different recemsions of scencs
and passages. Its ttle-page i3 as foellows 1—* The Tragi-
cuil History | of the Life and Desth | of Doctor Faustus, |
Written by Ch. Marl. | (Vignette, ) | London, | Prioted for John

1 g Eraymaso, p 3l
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PREFACE The Tragical History

Wright, and are to be sold at his shop | with-oat Newgute, | at
the signe of the | Bible, 16168." A copy of this quarte is to be
found in the British Museum. Quarios agreeing substantinlly
with the text of this edition appeared in 1619, 1620, 1624,
and 1631,

In 1663 & worthless editfon was Heued, " with new additions,
as it is now acted ; with several new Seenes.’

The various quartes hers enumersted may be divided into
two main classes :—{i) the editions of 1604, 1609 (represented
by A); (i1) the editions of 1616, 161g, elc. (representad by B);
the editie princepe of each clags is primarily referred to in the
Notes and Glossary to present editicn.

The Present Text. The play of Dector Fausius, as here
set forth, represents an attempt to blend the two versions of the
- quartos of 1504 and 16163 it follows neither the cne text nor
the ather, bat results from & ‘ contamination’ of both. By the
use of italic type for the passages borrowed from the 1616
edition, the editor has besn able to differentiate the sources of
the text. It cannet be hoped that the experiment has been
wholly successful, but the present issue is perhaps more satis-
factory than & mere repeint of any one of the guartes, with
tulky appendices of the omitted or additional passages. Very
litele, if anything, of value has been lost in the present pro-
cess ; the one or two priseges of worth belonging to the first
edition, here replaced by the hter text, will be found in the
Motes at the end of the volume, The textusl work has been
greatly Racilitated by Dr. Breymann’s excellent parellel edition
of the two verstons (gf Vollmibiller's Fmglische Sprack- semd
Litteratur- Denkmals, No. 5), )
vi



of Doctor Faustus PREFACE

Before entaring into the relstionship tetween the gearics, it
will be necessary to consider the question of the date of com-
pnnthunftlwphj*, and the sodree of the plot, ntimately
connected therewith

Sonrce of the Plot. In 1587 there was printed at Frank-
fort-on-the-Main, by Johann Spiess, the first edition of the
famous * Histeria von D, feharn Fawslen, dem weitbeschredyen
Zauberer wnd Schewariskinstler | {¢.¢. * the history of Dr. Johann
Faost, the widely noised conjuror and master of the Black Art”);
the book was twice reprinted in the same year, snd three editions
were issued in 1580,

Marlowe evidently founded his trapedy on an Enplish trans-
lation of the 'History,' made in all probability in the year
1588 or early in 1589 ;' no copy of the original editon has
come down to us, and no entry of it = to be found in the
Stationers’ Registers ; the carliest extant translabion bears the
date 1502 :—

* The Historis of the dammable Nife and decerved death of Dr.
fohn Fousiws, Newly imprinted ; ond in convenient places
imperfect maiter amended: according fo ihe drue mpﬁrfr.mrd
af Francifor!, ond translated ints English by P. F. Gent.'?

b O Zamcke, A o b Bin, edin
"lﬁn-ﬂ his Hyiﬂ;&ﬂﬂmx,hu inted the text of the
English * History of Faustue® from s copy of the edition ; the text is

not altagether -n.d‘-c:m-; It da 1mpunlblt to determine [ what rﬂm‘h
pu:!m#nhu ml:l'l.mh.l.veuﬁdmdmﬂn

infloence of Marlows's I.I:ld'thluml? i
ln r m i pu'ﬁllhnd l?L -.5' #;f; Fanittwr,
Fiifen by an

l'.ﬂw— mf i Ivl-’!'l‘knﬁ B U’mg o ermas m

memmsﬁ'm mllgmu, Early ﬁﬂ'm,:‘nri
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