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Gommontoenlth of Flassuchnsetts.

REPORT,.

To the Honorable the Senale and Howse of Represenialives of the Com-
momceaiih of Massgohuseils.

The Board of Harbor and Land Commissioners, pursuant
to the provisions of law, respectfully submits its anpual
raport for the year 1500, covering a period of twelve months,
from Nov. 30, 1809,

From Dec, 1, 1899, to Nov, 30, 1900, the Board has held
234 meetings, hes given 296 formul and informal hearings,
and heas received 139 petitions for license to build snd main-
tain structures und for priviloges in tide wators, great ponds
and the Connecticut River, to dredge material, to remove
material from heaches, und for other purposes.

One hundred and sevenieen licenses for structures and
privilegea in tide waters, great ponds snd the Connecticut
River have been granted during the year; alao 27 permita
for dredging, for the removal of material from beaches, and
for other purposes.

One hundred and five inspections have been made by the
Board at various times of work completed and in progress,
under appropriations made by the Legislature, in Boston
harbor, on the Commonwealth flata at South DBoston, the
Province Lands in Provincetown, Connecticut River at
Hadley, at Green Harhor, Osterville, Lewis Bay, Lake
Anthony, Menamsha Inlet, Wiichmere harbor, Scituate
beach-and Scorton hurbor ; alse of the Commonwealth flats at
East Boston, the New Bedford and Fairhaven bridge, North
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River, Pleasant Bay in Chatham, Waquoit Bay and Cutty-
hunk harbor; also of the sites of proposed work in tide
water, great ponds and Connecticut River, wpon petitions
and plans presented to the Board; and also of various
boaches relative to the removal of material,

. Through transactiona of the Board there has been paid
into the treasary of the Commonwealth during the past year,
from rents, licenses and sales of land, the aggrepate sum
of $203,560.42,

During the year the Board made 16 new contracts* duly
authorized for the expenditure of $124,181,02,

Sales and leases have besn made as follows ; —

On June 12, the Board executed a bend for a deed of
conveyance from the Commonwenlth to Jumes Richard Car-
ter, Willia~x B, Rice and Andrew G. Webster, of 43,068
square feet of laind on the Commonwenlth flats st South
Boston, lying between Summer Street, C Strect, Fargo
Street and B Street, at the tate of §2 per square foot.

On June 134, the Doard leased t to the firm of Curran &
Burten, for & coal yard, 267,320 square feet of land on the
Commonweslth flats at Scvth Beston, northerly of Summer
Btreet and weaterly of and adjoining land of the Commaon-
wealth, leased to the Metropolitan Cosl Company ; also two
pile piara to ba built by the Commonwealth in front of said
lot, 400 feet long, for a term of five years, from Oect, 1,
1900, with the privilege of renewal for the further term of
ten years, at a rental of $6,750 per year. On Dec, 26,
1900, an agreement was made between the Commonwealth
and this Grm whereby an additional yearly rental of $250 is
to he paid, in consideration of the extension by the Com-
monwealth of one of the piers referred to in the lease of June
15, und the execution of certain dredging in connection
therewith,

On November 6, the Board oxecuted a bond for & deed of
conveysnce from the Commonwealth to the firm of Brown
& Wales of two corner lots, contsining 26,500 square feet,
on the Commonwealth flate at Sowth Boston, in the block
bounded by Egmont, C, Fargo and D streets, at the rate

* 8gp Appendixz A. t Bea Appersta'ih
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of $1.40 per square foot, This bond also covered the
right of purchage frem the Commonwealth of two other
adjacent inside lots within this block, at the rate of
$1.25 per square foot.

CommoNwEALTE Tioe LaNps.

Om February 6, a license was grantad to the Edison Elee-
trie Nluminating Company of Boston to axtend its wharf on
Fort Point Channel, in the city of Boston, to the harbor line
established by chapter 170 of the Acte of 1880, The Board
recommended the payment of $13,501.05 by this company
for the rights and privileges granted in tide-water land of
the Commonwealth to be covered hy the proposed extension,
the ares being 8,237 aquare feet, This amount was deter-
mined by the Governor and Council, Feh, 14, "800, under
gection 16 of chapter 1%, Public Sfatutes, to be a just and
equitable one to be paid therefor. TPayment of this smount
was made by the company Aag. 9, 1800,

On October 24, a license was granted to the trustees of
the Boston Reml Estate Trust to extend their wharf on Fort
Point Chaonel, mijoining the northerly side of Congress
Street in the city of Doston. The Governor and Council
determined, on Nov. 7, 1900, that $29,373, the amouni
recommended by the Board, should be paid for tde-water
land of the Commonweslth to be covered by the proposed
cxtenszion, the area being 7,389 square feet. FPayment of
this amount was made by the trustess Nov. 27, 1900,

The above amounts were paid into the harbor compensa-
tion fund for Boston harbor, under chapter 146 of the Acts
of 1897, the income of this fund being available for use by
the Board in improving Boaton harber.

Bosrox Harror.

The attained supremacy of thiz country in the production
of coul, iron and steel, which are the fundamentul materials
of modern commerce and industry, — the output of cosl and
iron during the past year having been one-third of that of
the world, —inspires confidence in the belief of a great
future fu. he exports of Boston,  In twenty years the export
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of iron and steel from the Upited States has risen from
$14,714,524 in 1880 to $121,858,344 in 1900. The export
of other products is also increasing with great rapidity.
During the ssme period all exports from Boston have grown
from $59,288,341 in 1880 to $112,195,555 in 1800.

In all this great incresse of exports from this country, that
of manufactured goods has surprised the world. Tt is rea-
sonable to expect this yearly growth to continucusly advance,
and the propertion of it which will be sent abroad from the
port of Boston will depend largely upen the accommodations
and facilities there afforded. Vossels in the foreigm trade en-
tering and clearing from Boston in 1900 aggregated 4,225,-
000 tons, while vessels in the coastwise trede numbered
21,000 and agrregated 17,000,000 tons.

The eonsolidation of railroad interests at Boston which
has been consummated the past year under legislative
authority will not only enlarge the resourcea and meanz for
convenient accommodation, but is expected to greatly in-
crease the voluma of experts. Under thesa conditions, the
improvement of tha harbor by widening and deepening its
main channals navigable for the large steamships employed
in trans-Atlantic traffic becomas an imperative neceasity,

Boston has for many years been the second port in im-
portance in the country. The customs revenue collected dur-
ing the year ending June 30, 1904, was nearly $12,000,000.
The Federal government, in recognition of its value and
usefulness, has been and is spending not inconsiderable sums
in the improvement of the harbor. At the present time the
main ship channel has been excavated to a depth of 27 fost
at mean low water, with n width of 1,000 feet from the
entrance of the harbor to President Roads, excepling about
250 feat on the southern side between Georges and Lovells
islanda, where some rocky ledges still exist, although, how-
ever, ahout to be removed,

From President Rouds to Conetitution wharf a width of
500 foet has been dredged to the depth of 27 feet along the
northerly side of the proposed channel throughout its length.
In doing this work a ridge of ledge was uncovered extending
aoross the channel st the upper middle. Throush s & cut
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250 feet wide has already been made, to the depth of 27 feet,
and the balance iz being removed as rapidly as possible.
The authorities are now at work dredging the additional 500
feet on the south side, in order to give the channel through-
out the projected width of 1,000 feet, with » depth of 27
feet,

Long before the anficipated completion of this project,
Congress realized that the incressed and increasing size of
ocean steamships would require still desper and wider chan-
nels, A modified project was thersupon developed, under
suggestions having a home origin, for creating a now entrance
to the lower harbor through Brond Sound, following the line
of the existing channel now used by smali craft coming from
the east.

This project called for & ship channel ont through Broad
Sound 30 feet deep and 1,200 feet wide. The necessary
authorization wuas sccured, and under an appropriation by
Congress at its Inst session the work iz partially done, but
will require at lowst ancther season for its completion, as
dredging cunnot progress there in the winter montha.

It is estimated that the appropriation already mede iz suf-
ficient to complete the dredging, but an additional appro-
priation of $133,000 (the balance of the amonnt authorized
to be expended on this channel) will have to be mude for
the removal of the ledges which will be ancovered by the
dredging.

So rapid has been the increase in the size and druft of the
ocean steamships of late, that hefore the contract reluting to
Broad Sound Channel for o depth of 30 feet and a width of
1,200 feet was signed, a demand arose for still greater en-
largement. Members of this Board, accompanied by lead-
ing merchants of Boston, in April last, visited Washington,
appeared before the committee on rivers and harbors of Con-
gress, and requested that steps might be taken for securing
to Boston a ship channel from the wharves to the sea, hav-
ing a depth of 35 feet and a width of 2,000 feet. The nct of
Congress approved June ¢, following, provided for a survey
of Boston harbor, with a view to providing channels 2,000
feet - ‘de, or such width &4 may be necessary, and 35 feet
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deop, from the Navy Yard at Charlestown and the Chelsea
bridge and Charles River bridge to President Roads, and
from Progident Roeds through Broad Sound cut to the
ocean,

In the scant time which has elapsed since the pmssage of
that act, the United States engineer officer for this dis-
trict has oapsed surveys and estimates to be made and
forwarded to Washington, in order that the committee on
rivers and harbors at its December sitting may have before
it the data for determining the appropriation necessary to be
inserted in the tiver and harkor bill, which it is expected
will become a law before the expiration of the present mes-
gion of Congress, on March 4, 1901,

Should Congreas make provision at its present seasion for
carrying out the above project for enlarging the channels
in Boston harbor, by approving a channel 1,500 feet wide
and 35 feet deep from Broad Sound {o President Roads, and
1,200 feet wide and 35 feet deep up to the fivet bridges, at &
cost of about $8,000,000, there is every reazon to believe
the work will begin during next summer and progress as
rapidly as may be until finished. Such a work weuld
require several years for completion, but, for convenienee,
mey be prosecutad in longitudinal sections so as to give the
nocessary depth of 35 feet throughout the entire length of
the project at a comparutively early date, while the full
width proposed for the accommodaticn of commerce will be
puro to be realized Tater. We may, therefore, with confi-
dence look forwerd to the ultimats completion at this port
of channel facilities sadeymate to the growing demands of
commerce. '

In thus making provision for the growth of the port by
improving the navigable chaonels of the harbor, Congress
will be pursuing the established policy of the government,
in earrying out which hundreds of millions of dollars hawe
already been appropristed, whereof $4,080,027.10 cnly has
thus far been appropriated for the improvement of the
harbor of Boston. It would be trenching on the sphere of
duty of the national government for the Commonwealth to
undertake expenditures for improving the main ship chan-




