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NEw Yook STATE AGRICULTURAL SoclETY,
Axxvan MuETING, Felruary 1564, 1864,

Mr. Jupp, ag Chairman of the Special Committes appointed on the sabject of
the Rinderpest, presented the following resolotion, whish was upanimouwsly
adopted ;

Rerolved, That the Execotive Committee of the New York Btale Agrlenltorsl Soclety are
raquested f0 give special aliention to the progress of the Rinderpest in forcign conniries, and
to the danger of It Introdoction here.  That ihey be empowered to wae snel measures an they
may deem expediout for obtainloy and puhlishiog infonoation in rexard (o te ravages and char-
acter of the digesss, preventlivee aud remedies 1o Be weed, eie,, aod (hat if, io their jodpment, it
at sny time appeare neceesary or dealrable, they are anthorlzed to employ one or more competant
persane Lo make inveetipaclons and procure reliable inforneation eftber 8t home or abeoad,

ExecTTIVE Dosnn, Februery 158k, 1866,
Mr. CoxgEn moeved the following resclntion, prefocing ite presentation with
the expression of his desire that the Presidest of the Soviety might be namod as
Chairman :

Fesplpedd, That the aubject af the Rloderpest Yo referred to s commities of five to prepars from
furelgn papers and other sources nogeneral sulline of the stalistice and pathological chacscter of
the dinease, with such euggeslions se lo reniedlal or preveative methods, 68 may be deemed advis-
ghle for the faroiors of the State wo pursne in the teeatment of the disease, in the event of iis
appearance in thin eountry durlog the evsoing year,

The resalution was adepted, and the President, Mr. Govwp, Hon, A. B. CoxcER,
Dr. Joummy T. ¥Winniass, Lo H. Tvoksn and M. C WeLp were appointed the
Committes,

AGRICULTURE



FIRBT BEPORT.

Nuw Yorg SraTe AcrioriTrnal Sociery, }
Bxrovrive Boann, Marel 2064, 18646,

The commitiee of the Society appointed to investigaic the statis-
ties and pathelogy of the Rinderpest,”and Lo suggest preventive and
remedial methods for the protection of the State from its ravages, beg
leave, by way of preliminary report, and in brief outline, to submit to
the consideration of the Excentive Board, those facts and eonclugions
which, in the judgment of the comunittee, justify the establishment by
law of an efticient system of sanitary measures to prevent the intro-
duetion and digsemination of this terrific malady,

Your committee bave had asceeds to many foreign journals, agricul-
tural and medical, which in every iusue are filled with statements of
the destruetive career of this plague, and mostly, with humilinting
admissions of general fhilure to arrest its spread or establish any
efficient system of cure.  Your committee have also been favored
through the Secretary of the Socicty, with copies of the first and
second reports of the ecommissioners, appointed by Royal Cowmnis-
sion to investigate the origin and mature of the eattle plagne; and
the reports prepared on the pathologieal appearances and symptoms
of the disease by Dr, Saanr, of FEdinburgh, which were with great
kindoess and dispateh forwarded to the Secretary by Prof Joux
Wisox, I R. 8 K., Protessor of Agriculiure in the University of
Edinburgh.

It appears that as far back as October 21st, 1805, a period of rather
more than four months afier the introduetion of this disease jnto
Islington, 14,083 animals had been attacked ; 8,711 had died; 5,119
slanghtered ; only 707 had recovered, and 1,546 remained under
treatment, Since that time the statisties of enumerated cases bad
disclosed the appalling figures of 9,120 attacked in one week, ending
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January 6th, 1866, and at a Tater period over 13,000 in one week ; in
all, afficéially reported np to January 2700 last, 120,740, It is believed,
however, that at least two hundred thousand animals infected with
this plague had been destroyed.  Although at the last accounts, the
rate of mortality had decreased, still the highest proportion of recov-
eries was only twelve in each one hundred cnses,

In Belginm, where a vigorous system of quarantine had been insti-
tuted, and immediate stanghter of animals suspected to be saffering
with the premonitory symptoms secured ; only three hundred and six
eases occurred, seventeen of which died, the rest being summarily
disposed of by public anthority. One case lately occurred at Ant-
werp, being traced to a smoggled cow, The market was at once
closed, il all egress of cattle prohibited until further orders. The
plague was thus sueceszfully checked and Belginm has been free from
its ravages ever sinoe, '

The disease entered Pranee by one animal bought at Malines, and
was arrested by the sacrifice of forty-three head of cattle. In Novem-
ber last, at the Jardin @ Acelimation, it made its appearance in the
ease of two gazelles, brought from India, which had been for three
daye in London, Tt spread rapidly among other animals at the gar-
den, bot was suppressed by the destruction of thirty-five ruminants
of different species.

In Prussia, which has along line of frontier, and is therefore greatly
exposed from surrounding territory, where the disease has made exten-
sive havoe, it has been kept at bay by the most determined action and
instantaneous use of the knife,

Aberdeenshire, in Scotland, o county containing 150,000 head of
eattle, adopting at the start o poliey different from that pursued in
Enrland, has been gquite exempd, It maintained a striet quarantine,
and authorized summary destruetion of all amimals infeeted, under a
system of compensation to the owners. Out of a fund of £3,000,
raised by private subseription, £1,400 remained unexpended.  Other
parts of Seotland, which have neglected the precautions adopted in
Aberdecn, have heen fiightfully devastated.  Teeland, under a like
system, principally of quarantine, established also with reference to
persons employed aliont dizeased cattle, has been untouched with
these ealamities,

The disease appezrs, fram these statisties, and by a general admis-
gion of all writers on the subject, to be not onty of a fatal, but of a
highly infections and contngions character. Tt is not only propagated
in animals of the bovine race from eone to another, but also to all
classes of ruminants,  “Fhe contagion i also conveyed in the clothes
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and by the persons of those employed in taking eare of, or even of
inspecting the diseased subjects. No remedial ageneics have as yet
been discovered which would justify for one moment the abandon-
ment or negloet of preventive measures, Public policy and private
interest alike demand that the pesi should, i possible, be stamped out.

Your committee believe that the inteoduetion of this disease inte
the State of New York, which containg éver two mailions of horned
beasts and three millions of sheep, with no sanitary regulations estab-
lished by law for its soppression, wonld result, if the ratio of mortality
should be equal to that in Eogland, in a Joss to the people of this
State of at least five millions of dellars,

Your committee, therefore, recommend that the Society should
present n memorial to the Legislature, invoking in behalf of the great
interests of the farmers of thiz State, summary and efficient action by
which tho disense may be prevented from coming within the borders
of the State, and for its extirpation in any loeality where it may, by
possibility, be introdueed ; and to this end have prepared a draft of
a bill*¥ to be presented to the Legislature for its approval, i

AN ACT to prevent the introduction and spread of the discase known
as the Rinderpest, and for the protection of the flocks and herds of
sheop and eattle in this State, from destrnetion by this and other
infections diseases. .

The Pessph of the State af Xew York, reproscrded in Senoale and Assembly, do dneat
as follaws ;

Becriox 1. It shall be the duty of the health officer of the port of New York,
in addition to the duties now jmposed oo him by existing law, to examine and
inguire whether any animals are brought In any veseels srriving at said port in
violation of any regulation of law pussed by the Congress of the United States
prohibiting the importation of such animals.

22, Whenever any animal 18 hrought as n ghipa eow, with no intention of
landing the same or of viclating any such law or rejulation of Congress as afore.
gaid, the same shall be carefulfy examined and kept in qearmotine for the apacs of
ut least twenty-one days, and if any symptoms of the infection or incubation of the
disease commonly known s the rinderpest, or of sny other infeetions or contagions
digenac, ghall present themselves, ic shall ba the duty of the said health officer

*The bill prepared by the committee wae, ot the request of the Boclety, introdoced into the
Barale oo the 214 day of March, by wthe Hoo. Bxpd Consert, ax-President of the Bocisty, and
with siight amendments, became a law, helng passed on the 20th of April, three-filthe belog
present ; acopy of the faw, ar pessed, being given in the bext,
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immedintely to eanss the sald anlmal or animats to be slaughtered, and their
remnins boxed with n suffleient quoantity of quick lime, sulplsate of iron or otler
disinfoctant, and with sufliclent welghts placed 1o waid box to prevent the same
from Hoating, and to be cast into the waters of the sadd port. Tt ghall also be lis
dury to elennse and dislafoct by sultalle ngrencies, the berth or gection of the ship
in which rald animal or animals were lying or slanghtered, and nlso to eanse the
elothing and persons of all taking eare of the some or engaged in such slanghter
and barial, to be eleansed and disinfoeted.

B8 Willinm EKelly, of Dutchess county, Marsena B, Patrick, of Ontario eounty,
and Lowis . Allen, of Erie county, aro herely appolnted ss commibssloners nnder
this act, and with powers and dutios ns hereinafter enumeratod.

£ 4, Tn the event of any soch disepse ng the finderpest or any infections disease
of enttle or eheep breaking cut or being suspected to exist in any loeality in this
Stnte, it whnll be the daty of all persons owning or having any interest whatever
in the said cattie, immedistoly to notify the said commissioners or nny ooe of
them of the existence of such disease ; whersupon the fid eommissioners ahnll
eatabilish a sanitary cordon oround euch loeality.  And thercnpon it shall be the
duty of the sald commissioners 1o appoint an azdstant commissioner for such dis
triet, with all powers eonfereed by this net on the snid commissioners or their
agente or appointess, which snid assistant eomimissionor shall immedintely proceed
to the pleee or pluees where snch discaso 18 reported fo exier, aod canse the said
animal or animals 1o e sepamted feom all compection o proximity with or to all
otheranimals of the rominant arder, and take sanch other precantionary measires
ne shnll be decmed neeeseary; and i, o hie opinion, the sald disesse shall be
incurable or threaten to spread, to canee the animats aforesald immediacely to
be slagghtered, their remaing to v deeply buried, and all places in which the said
enimals liave bLeen confined or kept, to e ¢leansed and disinfected by any of the
agencies above mentioned ; and wleo to eause thoe same to e earefully locked or
bnrred g0 na to prevent all necess 1o the pame by oany suimals of a like kind for n
period of bt least one month. Aoy animat thos slaoghtersd slall be approbsed
ander the sapervision of sald commisslonems, and onehindf of the value of =aid
anbmnl shiall be paid by the State to the ewner thoreoi,

B 4. It shall be the doty of the snldl nesistant eommissioner, immediate]ly on hia
being notified of his appoininent, or ot any tme thereafter, of the breaking oot
of the raid disense in any place contignoue to the same and whilin the connty in
which hie resides, to give puldic notiee of the some, in ot Jonst ooe newspaper printed
or published in the suid county, and (o cnuse notlees e be postod up in st least five
eonapienous placed in said nelpliborboed ; and iteball be bis duty to enjoin, insnid
nolles aid otherwise, all persons conecrned In the ears or supervision of neat entils
or slieep, not tn come within one hundeed feot of the sald leeality withont the
epecial permission of the suid nssistont commissioner,

-

&Ml It shinll be the daty of the commissloners appointed under this act, whenover
they are advlsed that any aveh disease has mnde ia appeatinee within the limits
of the State, to pobillel in the Btate paper and in at lenst one paper pobilished i
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any county whers such disense exiees, n statement of the methods approved by
the New York State Agricultural Seciety for the trontment of ecattle affeeted
therewith, for the lsclation of the sane, for the disinfection of the premises or
budldings in which said eattle are found affected ng aforesnid, and for the preven.
tion of the spread of the same throagh any agencies of whatever kind.

2 7. The eommissioners aforesnid and all such assistants ag they may appoint,
whenever in thelr judgpment or diseeetion it shall appear in any case that the dis
ense 12 mot likely to veld to any remedial trentment, or whenever it shall secin that
the eozt or worth of any such remedial trepiment shall be greater than the value
of any animal or animalg so affected, or whenever In any case such diseass shall
assume anch form of malignity as shall threaten its spread by processes either con-
tagions or infections, or otheewiss, anre liereby empowersd to eniso the snid animals
to be alaughtered forthwith aod buried, as above provided, and to de all sueh
things as are mentioned in the fourth section of this act,

2 8. The eaid commissioners or their asslstants are horeby empowered to enter
upon and take poseeasion of all premises or parts thereof where eattle so affected
a8 aforesaid are found, and to eanse the said cattle 40 be confined in suitable inclos.
ureaor buildings for any time reqoiaite in the judgment of the aaid commission-
erd or their assistants, and prior to the stanghter and borial of the said snimals
and the full and eomplete disinfecting and cleansing of sach premises; and all
persons, whelther owners of, or interested in such eattle or otherwize, who shall
resist, impede or hinder the sald ecommissioners or thelr nsslstants in the exeen,
tion of their duties under this ack, shall be deemned guilty, and on conviction of the
aame, of o misdemeancr, and shall be punlehabls with fine not exeeeding one thon.
eanil dollars, or imprisonment not exceading the term of six moaths, or of both,
in the diseretion of the court before which they shall e adjudged guilly as
aforasaid,

& 9. The commiseioners shall have power to establish all such quarantine or
olher regmlations as they may decmr necessary to prevent the spread of the disease
or its transit in railroad com, by vessels or by driving along the public highways;
and it shall be proper for the Governor of the State, by public proclamation as
aforesaid, to enjoin all persone coneerned or engared 1n the tratfie or transit of cattle
or sheep, not to enter npon any places or takc therefrom any anch animal or to
pass throngh any such locality, and within such disances from the same aa in the
pid proclamation may be prescritesd.

g 10, The sum of one thousand dollars, or so mueh thereof as may be necessary,
is hereby appropriated to pay to the said commissioners for their services while
actually engaged in the duties enjeined upon ther in this act, at the rato of fve
dollera per day to each, and such further sums ag may smount to their actaal
expenditures in traveling o and from the places they may be ealled upon to
inspeet or visit, and in the printing or poblishing of all regulations or notices
mentioned in this set.  And the farther pum of fifteen thossand dollars, or so
much thereof aa may b necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any money in
the trersury, not otherwise sppropriated, to pay for animals slanghtered by the
provisions of this act, and the Comptroller 18 hereby dirccted to pay for the same
on the warrent of the said commisstoncrs,



