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PREFACE.

I¥ 1773, two years before the commencement
of the Revolution, the Ministers and Elders of
the Presbytery of Hanover inaugurated a move-
ment for the *Separation of Church and State
in Virginia,” and during the faefie succeeding
years, never relaxed their efforts until every law
on the statute-book of that State which inter-
fered with the religious rights of the people was
swept away, Owing to the exciting incidents
of that period—the Revolutionary contest—this
remarkable episode in the progress of religious
freedom was partially overlooked, and hasg since
been only very briefly noticed by writers on the
general history of the country.

In order that the American people, and &5
pecially Presbyterians, might learn of the inner
workings of this severe struggle ; of the numer-
ous obstacles the Presbytery had to overcome,
principally because of the bad faith of the ma-

jority in the Virginia House of Assembly, the
{ifi)
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iv Preface.

latter being aided and abetted by the authorities
of the Church of England, then established in
the Colony—the author wrote a history of that
contest, which was published in the Presbyterian
Review for January, 1883.

In accordance with the views of those whose
opinions are worthy of respect, the author has
republished that article, and to which he has
also added a concise history of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States from the organiza-
tion of its first Presbytery, at Freehold, N, J.,
in 1708, to 1888. This booklet contains a sum-
mary of the incidents and characterstic princi-
ples whose influcnce moulded the inner lile of
this Church and promoted its progress; while it
omits the numerous details in respect to the
separate organizations of Preshyteries and
Synods and of individual churches, it goes into
detail sufficient to afford the general reader a
clear, and, it is hoped, a satisfactory idea of the
subject. It is highly proper to give the younger
Lresbyterians of to-day an opportunity to learn
of the remarkably consistent career of their own
Church; of its steady and uniform progress
from that early day to the present—covering a
period of one hundred and eighty-three vears.




Preface. v

This publication is in view of the prospective
reunion of the Northern and Southern branches
of the Preshyterian Church in 1888 which re-
union, if consummated, will be under condi-
tions that will render its influence far-reaching
and benchicial, not merely to the Church itsclf,
but likewise to the Nation. The reasons for this
hope and opinion are given in the booklet itself.

Among many other authorities, the following
have been consulted:

Dr. ROBERT BAIRD—Relfrion dn dmersea.

How. H. 5. RANDALL—Léfr of Thomas Fefferson,

Dw Frawcis Q. Hawgs—Fpdscofal Churck in Vir-

BrsHOP MEADE—(Vd Churches in Firginsg.

Dm. W. H. FooTe—Séiches of Virginda.

D®. ABEL STEVENS—Histery of Methodicm,

Dr. E. H. GULLETT—Hdistory of the Presbyterian.
Churck in ke [nited States.

Dr. CHARLES HODGE—Constelutional History of the
JGIEE,

The latter two histories—together comprising
three volumes—are specially valuable, and sup-
plement one another, and in order to obtain a
minute and exhaustive view of the subject, both
should be studied.

J. H. P,
New York, Dec. 10, 1887,
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