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PREFACH.

This volume iz given to the public in the hope that ik
may be & small eontributlon to the great study of the soul
and the real fimetions of the mind. The extraordinery
phenomena prezented by Modern Spiritualism have drawn
much attention to their tause and value ih estimating the
posslbilitles of consclous continuance of 1lfs after the death
of the body ; they throw light on the subject of immortatity
and the conditions of life in the fulure state, and will more
and mote, us time goes on, becoma the serlowd study of those
who are seeking for o =cientifie basis for the bellefin immor-
tality, and a futnrs life for the children of the human race.

Metaphysical thinkers have become so wedded to the
deductive method that they have igno-red all inductive
process of the mind being spplied to the problems of the
poul, lta existence and foture eontiovance; they have
almply contented themeselvea with a epeculative philosophy
of the mind, and dogmatized in fields whers their knowl-
edge could not go. Wlth tha great advancement of meod-
ern sciehco and 1is methods has arizen o desire to apply
the pame formula of investigation and resson to the prob-
lems of the eoul. The truth i, sclones 1a the great cons
queror of all truth, and nature ie the field in which man
must look forthe foundation of all his facts and laws for
and on which he can postulais the great principles of
Being and Power, The different states of consclousness
seen presented in the processed of action and change to the
human mind are within the range and prasp of & correct
golentifle exgmination and study. Philosophy must walk
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Iv FREFACE.

In the path of facts, and give to them order, plun and law.
It must cease to be the product of unsupported general-
izations and postulates, Belence demands that the facts
be the basis of correct philosophy, and it must ever con-
cede truth to demonstrstion, and the hopes and dreams
of ages must go before the revelatlons of nature under the
oya of soience. The powers of the soul must be studied In
the same manner ae we etudy other phenoimena presented
by nature. The atrangest of facts must bo noted with care,
and their full value ftaken. Thoso whe have old theorles
and belisfs to save from destruction cannet easily enter into
thess lnvestlgationa. Tha pret hes made man & slave to
error, and superstition has been the bond and theall of the
human race for apes, The truly selcntific man follows the
light of renson : the dicteies of truth muet be obeyed.

It §e obvlous thei Lf evidenoe can be found anywhera
tendlng to prove the Immortalify of the soul, 1t must be
found in the domsin of mental sction called the abnormal,
Bometimes we eall that abnorial which is only elemental
in lts power and nature as 8 fanciion of mind, Thers sre
often eeen degreea of clalrvoyance that are so close to the
condition of hallucination that it is difficult to separate
the twe condltions, The facts of the dream-stale some-
times come so closs to the waking-state that it i= hard to
peparate one state from the other. There nre difficulties
in sll studies, The dream conscicusness, the traboe con-
seiotsness, and the clairvoyant consclonsnesa are different
phases or planes on which wa zes presented the evidence
of & poul, 118 power of independent thought, sbility to
transcend the reach of organic function and common
mental actlon, as presented io the sense consclousnesa,
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The lectures coliected and published In this volume
were most of them given in the city of Waahington, D.C,,
and reported by Mr. F, WinLIAMWs, and to his grest kind-
nesa I am: obligated for the lecturea ns they stand here aa
dellvered by me while in the trance sfate. Thia state, ay
seen in me, is a state of perfect slesn, that is, the conscious,
normal mind 18 suspended, and the france mind, with a
changed personality, appears and becomes the poasesscr
of the organism for the time being.

The trance conselounsness 14 alwaye sccompanied with &
changed personality. The personality on its own plane
of action is complete. The consciousness has & saparate
fleld of knowledge and perception. It has alao the power
to glve and take from the normal orgunic personality.
The knowledge of tho modlun In this state can be drawn
upon and used, and knowledge that i not in the orpanle
notioal mind éan be given to it, and, woder suitable con-
ditlons, thls Enowiedge will be retattued after the menner
that dresme are recollected and remembored after as faots
of conseiousness,

The portralé secompanlug this volume wea mada by
the late and lamented Hewngy J. Newrow, of New York
city, eo leng and #o0 deservedly known as a supporter of
all truth ss presented by modern science, and the facts
and phenomens of modern epiritualism In particalsr.

Witk dutiful respect t¢ my readers I leave the jectures
to apeak for themsslves, asking & kind genercaity in judg-
ment, aa the themes treated lis a0 far away from the
ordinary tracks of cotomon thought and investigation,

Yours in good faith,

J, CLEGGH WRIGHT,
Amelia, 0., Janwary 88, 15,



MY ATRUGGLE.

Long aid T teoil amld the sand, The stones
Oft cut my fest, but I went onward to the goal.
The nights were dark, the skies were black,
But on I wenf, wlth seldom a star to light my path.
Btumbling I often fell, yet In pain went on,
For voices bade me rise and walk, and laber to complete
my task;
And charming dreams did lure me to fancied paradise.
I tarried oft and songht the waters, for I was athirvst,
But there was none, the river bod was dry;
And thos I tolled and wandered for to find the end.
Oh, could I have but seen how long and hard the road
I would have falnted lomp bofore the goal was reached.
A solitary star of night shone out, and then the bars of
night gave
Way before the birth of the lordly morn that
Led to the greator glorles of the day.
Then epirite came, and with their glorious breath
breathod
Into my torpid brain the theught of othor splicres.
La, like & current of warm air, T spoke
The thoughts as thonzh the force of henven
Directed me to spesi.
The thought waa trained to meet the wanis of heart
and brain.
And so I labored,
My Iabor then was ro to live
That I might be a perfect channel for the souls
Walking the ethereal plane and lovixg mam.
And go I struggled ox—am strigeling still—
To ke the instrument atuzed with harmonious strings
Wheracao spirit,a ean play thelr trethful psaloes of ife,
And give through me a legney of thought to man.
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