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PREFACE.,

At the meeting of the General Association in Danbury,
June 16, 1875, the following committee was appointed ““On
the Ministers of Connecticut in the Revolution,” namely :
Leonard Bacon, Henry Jones, Dennis Platt, Leverett Griggs,
Samuel Rockwell, William Thompson, Adam Reid, John
Churchill, Anson C. Beach, William C. Fowler, Joel Mann,
Hiram P. Arms, Abram Marsh, Joseph Ayer,

Leonard Bacon was made chairman of this committee.

At the meeting of the General Association at Norwalk,
June zo, 1876, the committee of 1875, “n the Ministers of
Cennecticut in the Revolution," presented a report, which
was accepted and discussed, and it was

Resolved, That William C. Fowler is hereby instructed, in
conference with the registrar, to condense the materials pre-
sented, and publish them in the Minutes, or, if too veluminous,

in some religious periodical, or it any manner that may seem
to them advisable.



INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT.

THE MINISTERS OF CONNECTICUT IN THE REVDI.UTIO}i.

If we would take a correct view of the * Ministers of Con-
necticut in the Revolution,” it is mecessary to look at the
historical position of the Order, both before and after that
era; just as in viewing an object with the bodily eye, it is
necessary to look at the field of vision in which that object is
placed. '

The carliest ministers of Connecticut, in learning, general
intelligence, good manners, and Christian graces, were supe-
rior to the congregations that followed them into these parts.
Society being then in its elements, they very naturally, in the
new order of things then instituted, had the pre-eminence.
The universal cry of the people was, “To the worthiest!”
To the ministers, therefore, as the worthiest, the leadership
of the people was given. One of these leaders, Rev. Samuel
Stone of Hartford, described Congregationalism as a “ speak-
ing aristocracy in the face of a silent democracy.”

In the * Assembly of Divines’ Catechism " is the following
question and answer: * What is required in the fifth com-
mandment ! The fifth commandment requireth the preserv-
ing the honor, and performing the duties belonging to every
one in their several places and relations, as superiors, inferi-
ors, or equals.”

They continued to be leaders of the people from 1636
down to 1776, during the Revolution and afterwards, because
they continued to be superior to them in learning, general
intelligence, good manners, and Christian virtues. They had
that knowledge which is power, and that goodness which is
wisdom, for using the power for noble ends.

In Roman Catholic England, down inte the reign of Henry
the VIII, the people distributed large measures of veneration






‘manhood lna whale character is sub-
n of his parents, of his school-master, of
 he is born and bred, of the government,
: in which he is educated, of the church to which
'hscﬁnited,andui the clergyman by whom he is instructed

The inspecmnnt' the parish is here a serious

tinizec Ul'wwellknm. as in Connecticut.  After his
. Wﬂmﬂu in theology are ended, he is licensed to
-and whenever he finds a congregation sufficiently

nfluence—an influence which every snbm‘ man must

 altogether desirable in every community. It is the
of wisdom and virtue. Clergymen, here, are re-
‘what they are, and for what they do, and not for
nﬂmtium to themselves, or their office.

n, and less and less English, Thus Nathan
of Hartford, in 1776, was less English and more
‘than Thomas Hooker in 1636. Thus, too, Chaun-

ey, of New Haven, was less English and more
than John Davenport. Thus we see how it was
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