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CHAPTER XIV,

Before AMr, Lincoln surrenders himseli completely
te the public—for it is apparent be is fast approach-
ing the great crisis of his career—it may mnot he
entirely inapproptiate to take a nearer and more per-
sonal view of him, A lmowledge of his personal
views and actions, a glimpse through the deorway
of hiz home, and a maore thorough acquaintance
with his marked and strong points as they devel-
oped, will aid us greatly in forming our general es-
timate of the man. VWhen DMr. Lincoln entered the
domam of investigation he was a severe and per-
sistent thinket, and had wonderful endurance; hence
he was abstracted, and for that reason at times was
somewhat unsocial, reticent, and uncommunicative.
After his marriage it cannot be said that he hiked
the society of ladies; in face, it was just what he did
not like, though one of his biographers says other-
wise. Lincaln bad nope of the tender ways that
please a woman, and he could not, it seemed, by any
positive act of his own make her happy. If his
wife was happy, she was naturally happy, or made
herself so in epite of countless drawbacks, He was,
however, & good hushand in his own peeuliar way,
and in his own way only.

If exhausted from severe and long-continued
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424 THE LIFE OF LINCOLN.

thought, he had to touch the earth again to rencw
his strength. \When this weariness set in he would
stop thought, and get down and play with a lintle
dog or kitten to recover; and when the recovery came
he would push it aside o play with its own tail
Ie treated men and women in moch the same way.
For fashionzble society he had a marked dislike,
although he appreciated it: value in promoting the
welfare of a man ambitious lo succeed in politics.
If he was invited out to dine or to mingle in some
social gathering, and came n comtact with the ladies,
he treated them with bhecoming politeness; but the
conseinusness of his shortcomimgs 2s a socicty man
remlered him unusually diffident, and at the very
first opportunity he would have the men separated
from their kdies and crowded close arcund him in
gne corner of the parlor, listening to onc of his
charactenstic stories, That a lady* as prowd and
as ambitious to exercisc the rights of gopremacy in
society as Mary Todd should repent of her mar-
riage 1o the man [ have just described surely necd
occasion no surprise in the mind of anyome. Eoth
she and the man whose hand she accepted acted
along the lines of homan conduct, and both reaped
the bitter harvest of conjugal infelicity, In deal-
ig with Mr. Lingoln's home life perhaps I am
revealing an clement of his character that has here-

Fra e g e mE g m r m e — — T R R

* Mra, Lincoln was decldedly pro-siovery in ker views, Onpo
dny mhe wos invited to toke & ride with & poighboring famiky,
goma of whose members still rosids In Epripgfield.  *'TI7 sver my
hasband dies,” she ejmcuinted durimg the ride, “hils spirlt will
pnever find ma liviog ootside the Bmite of & slave Siate”
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tofore been kept from the world] but in domg so I
feel sure I am treading on no person's toes, for all
the actors in thiz domestic drama are dead, and the
warld scems ready to hear the facts,  As his married
life, in the opinion of all his friends, exerted 2 pecul-
iar infleence over Mr. Lincoln’s political career
there ¢an be no impropristy, | apprehend, in thoow-
mg the light on it now. Mrs. Lincoln’s disposition
and natore have been dwelt upon in another chapter,
and enaotrh has been 1old to show that one of her
greatest misfortumes was her inability to control her
temmper.  Admit that, and everything can be ex-
plained. However cold and abstracted her huashand
may have appeered to others, however impressive,
when arctised, may have seemed his indignation in
public, he never gave vent to his feelings at home.
He always meekly accepted as final the authonty
i his wife in all matters of domestic concern.*
This may explein somewhat the statement of
Judge Davis thal, “as a peweral rule, when all the
lawyers of a Saturday evening wounld go home and
see their families and friends, Lincoln would Ao
sonee excuse and refuse to go. We szid nothing,
bt it seemed fo wus all he was not domestically
happy.” He exercised no government of any kind
over his howsehold. Ilis children did muoch as

T {me day o man mokipg soms fmprevonsnts o Liocoin's yard
sugpested 1o Mrs, Ligcoln s proprisly of coliiog down os
of the trees, to which she willingly msmented, Reofors doing
o, however, the man came down o our ofics aml copsulied
Lircodn himealf abpot . “What Q00 Mree, Lineoln sayT" b=
quirad the [nttar, “She comsspied to hawve It takem awy'
“Then, In God's name” sxclabmed Lincoln, “out it down to the
roots |
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they pleased. Many of their antics he approved,
and he restrained them in nothing,. He never
reproved them or gave them a  fatherly [rown,
He was the most indolgent parent I have ever
known, He was in the habit, when at home on
Sunday, of bringing his two bovs, Willic and
Thomas—or “Tad"—down to the office to remain
while hiz wile attended church. e seldom accom-
panied her there, The boys were absolutely unre-
stramméd in their amosetment. If they pulled down
all the books from the shelves, bent the poinis of
all the pens, overturned inkstands, scattered law-
papers over the (loor, or thréew the pencils into the
gpittoon, 1t never disturbed the seremty of their fa-
ther's good-nalure. Freguently absorbed in thought,
he never ohserved their mischievons hut destructive
pranks—as his unfortunate partner did, who thooght
much, but said nothing—and, even il brought to his
attentioty, he wvirtually encooraged their repetition
by declining to show any substanlial evidepce of
parental disapproval. After chorch was owver the
hoys and their father, climbing down the office stairs,
rucfully turned their steps homeward. They min-
gled with the throngs of well-dressed people return-
ing from church, the majority of whom might well
have wondered il the trio they passed were going
to a fircside where love and white-winged peace
reipned supreme. A mear relative of Mrs. Lincoln,
in explanation of the unhappy condition of things
in that lady's household, offered this sugrestion:

“Mrs, Lincoln came of the best stock, and was
raised like a lady. Her hushand was her opposite,
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in origin, in education, in breeding, n everything;
and it is therefore quite natural that she should
complain if he answered the door-bell himself
instead of sending the servant to do so; neither is
she to be condemned if, az you say, she raised
'‘merry war' because he persisted in using his own
knife in the butter, instead of the silver-handled
one ntended for that purpose’* Such want of
social polish on the part of her husband of course
gave Mrs Lincoln great offense, and thercigre in
commenting o it she cared nesther for time nor
place. Tler frequent outbursts of temper precipi-
laled many sn embarrassment from which Lincaln
with great difficulty extricated himsell.

Mrs, Lincoln, on account of her peculiar nature,
conld not long refain a scrvant i her employ. The
sed was pever so placid but that a breeze would
rofffe s waters. She loved show and attention,
and if, when she glorified her family descent or in-
dulged in one of her strange outbreaks, the servamt
could simmlste absolute ohsequiowsness or had taect
cogitgh o encoutape the =odal preten=ions, Mrz.

i & body relothve who Qlived [of toe Fears with the Lincoles
bold rew fhat 3Mr Lincoin was o the habil of Iylox an (he foor
wlili the back of o chalr for o pliow when ho read Ofe evesn-
fng, when in thiz poslilon i the 1all, & Enock waa heard od
the frool door and although In kl= shiri-sleeves he anewersd
the call.: Two ladbes were af the door whom he bivvlisd into Eha
parclor, potifying them o his epan familllss wiy, that ha woald
“trod the wamen folks out™ birs. Lincola from an adloleing
room witnessed the iadies' enlrance and overkeard her has-
basnd'a Jormnae sxgpiceashon. Her indigmotion wos so stantasesis
ahe made the siteatlon exesedingly interssting for him, and hs
was ghed V0 retreal fremn the mansion. e A ast retorn till
vary Inte mt night and then alippsd guletly in at & fear doar.



