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FOREWORD.

Tae rLaa of our conntry was ordained one hundred
and twenty-sif years ago. During this period it has
been unfurled in five memorable wars besides sixfeen
wars with Indians, My fellow-counirymen eannot fail
to be deeply interested in the etory whick tolls how this
flag came into being and the great events conmected
with its evolution.

Historical shetuhes of “01d (Hory™ in newspepera
and magazines ame abuadant but fragmentary. Not
inclading the pregent volume only eight or nine books
have besn written: on the flag. This is a sinall nomber
when the greatuess of the themeis conaidered. General
Bchuyler Hamilton was its piotesr lastorian, his small
but valuable volume appearing in 1852, Admirsl
George Henry Preble published his exbaustive work on
the flags of all naticns twenty-five years ago. e gives
much space to the American flag, but the bulk of the
volume and the peculiar style i which it was compiled
and edited make it more suitable a8 a reference bool
for publi¢ libraries than for popular reading. Other
books put forth since Preble’s monumental work was
issued are smnall, and, while in some degree merito-
rious, are not soficiently comprebensive 1 scope and
treatment.

My purpose in preparing this volume was to supply
much that is lacking in other books on our Nation's
flag. The story here given of the many hanners used
in the early part of the American Hevolution, and of
the first Stars and Stripes, 18 coneise, stralphiforward |
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and, I firmly believe, relipble, Tradition is not
aceepted as history.

A festure peculiar to this volume is the synopses of
the debates in the American Congrese reletive to the
alterations of the fArgs of 1795 and 1B18. There &
nothing more curions and interesting in the history of
the Btar SBpangled Banner than those debates which
have never before besen published in any work on the

A chepter of epecin]l value iz the one giving the
work being Jone by tho Denghters of the American
Revolution to save the flag from desccration.

1 invoke the attention of the reader to sections Five
and Seven as giving more valuabla historieal incidents
with which the starry banoer has been mesociated and
more eloguent apgetrophes fo, and paragraphs about,
the flag than all other booka on that sabjeet combined.
Thoee secking for important flag history and note-
worthy incidenta, and splendid “salutes™ to the great
emblemn of humean freedom, will find mueh that is
ueeful and inspiring.

I am undcr ebligetion to Tnited Btetes Senator
Henry Cabot Lodge of Massechusette; Tnited States
Senator Albert J. Beveridge of Indiana; (Qeneral
John . Black, commander-in-chief of the Grand Army
of the Bepublic; Genersl John B. Gorden; Oolonel
Henry Watterson; the Bev. H. (lay Trumbull; Mr,
Jacob A.Riis; Mr. James Whitcomb Riley; Mr, Ogden
Hoffman Fathers; Mr, . P. Farrell, owner of copy-
right of Robart 3. Inmgersoll's works; Mrs, Clatherine
Gansevoort Lanaing, Albany, . Y.; the New York
Tribune; and others, whe have generously respondead to
the call for a helping hand in the preparation of the
book.

NICHOLAS SMITH.

Milwaukee, Wis, September 28, 1803,



