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ADVERTISEMENT.

* Munpuwm tradidit Deus disputationi eorum.” Every
period presents its matter for discussion; and the in-
quiry attempted in the ensuing pages would seem to
be one of the needs of our owny for, notwithstanding
the fact that many deeply feel the importance of Music
as an element of Christian Education, clear and prac-
tical views can scarcely be said to prevail as to what
this Music ought to be.

The Author would venture to hope that no pre-
sumpiion or unkindness will be perceived in the re.
mark, that the inquiry here undertaken will be found
to be one demanding, for its adeguate consideration,
more real thonght, than many who may feel prompted
to approach it, will, on trial, be disposed to bestow.
And if the views he Las here advanced should meet
with an opponent, he would entreat him to consider,
that while the cause of Religion must always gain by
the application of fair and close reasoning to any im-
portent question, it ean gain nothing from misrepre-
sentation and ridicule.



iv ADVERTISEMENT,

He should alse add that, in using the term Modern
Music, he iz speaking of a class of works, hoth more
recent in point of time, and altogether different in cha-
racter from those of Palmstrina and the Roman Eccle-
siastical School of harmonists upon the Canio Fermo.
These latter compositions undoubtedly possess a con-
siderable degree of sanction, both as works of genius
and piety ; and in the character of a highly ornamented
supplement to the Song of the Ritual, the study and
execution of which, in subordination to her own Song,
where ciroumstances permit, and the requisite profes-
sional skill is to be had, it would undoubtedly be the
spirit of the Church to promote and to encourage,

RatcLiere Corlece, spar Lovsamohoves,
Ortzee of the Epiphany, 1848,
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INTRODUCTION.

®n the Widine Fvea.

The Divine Idea, the Exemplar or Pattern, in conformlty with which the
Indeliect and frea will of Mar, and whatever is their combined work,

AvL personz are familisr with the expression “beau ideal ;"
and in judging of matters of taste, nothing is mere common
than to appeal to the standard of an * ideal ;" as, for instanes,
the statae of the * Apollo Belvedere” wounld be, and i com-
. monly said to reelize, the *Idesl” of the human form. Of
course the ideal thus appesled to, as existing gencrally in the
minds of persons of education, iz nothing in itself sbaolutely
certain or determinate, But as far ae it poes, it is & natural
indication that the standard and measure of all perfection is
an * Idesl." For we see that an Idesl, which is generally
recognised snd acknowledged by persons of taste and refine-
ment, does, in point of fact, come to be a standard, the
authority of which ia sccepted to & great extent by others,
What is, then, in & measure true of an * Ideal” subsisting
in the mind of persons of education, 8s & standard of perfec-
tion, must be infinitely trae of the Idea of creation subsisting
B



