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Author is not respansible for errars
as grogfs were read in Berlin,

xpedient it is in any undertuking to have not only the

end elearly determined, but also the limits of the endeavor.
Thiz thesis, then, will present arguwments to prove that
P. Papinins Statins, though employing the form, has neither
the merik nor content of an epic writer in the Thehais, It
is, further, limited to a comparizon of the aforessid poem
with the Aenesis of P. Vergilius Maro. Each in differing
epochs, was the foremost poet of his type!) Poetry arwing
from # pepgrxd xel § uerpacy 15 the language of imagina.
tion, of strong emotion. It is man's perpetual endeavor to
expreas the apirit of the thing, s¢ zedélov, and reveals that
what he values as substances has bigher value as symbola.
The Epie is a form of naceative postry dneypedfe. It mnst
have a great and noble theme, Sevpesrvog, preferring net
to pwvopsre bul ole &y yéverre even v cdivore xei sivore
piEddoy § T dvvera xal dwideve, It must huve umty in itself
piee mpdkig, either being dwidos or closely memdeppévop with
complete plot development from # doyr through #d péoer fo
%0 téleg. Its Aéfic is the hercic hexameter. #& didvesr of
Homer was to tell & good story for the joy of the telling; of
Vergil, it was Rome's glory, that is, national; of Statius, it
was purely artistie, ,divinam Aeneida longe sequi. Th
XII 818. _

Imaginalive races have always had their primitive or
natural epics, poems narrating the achievements of gods and

" Aristotle Td Mosnrexd,
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herces handed down from father to son, such as the Mahé-
bhérata, the Ihad, the Odyssey, the Nibelungenlied, and Les
Chansons de Roland. Rome, too, had early ballads of which
only faint echoes remain. Tater, in 235 B. G., Cn. Naevius,
in Saturnian verse, wrote a narrative poem of the first
Punic War.Yy O. Octaviua Lampadic Naevii Punicum Bel-
lum ... uno volumine et continenti scriptura expositum
divisit in seplem libres, and!} . Fnnius, 239 B. G, in
his eighteen bocks of the Annals recorded the traditions of
Rome from Aeneas’ arrival in Italy down to hiz own time.
This poem is important for the mtroduction of the heza-
meter and frequent imitation of Homer. Epos Tatinum
primus digne seripait Ennius ¥ Both of these writers would
be more accurately clossed as patriotic and poetic annalists
rather than epic writers.

Vergil's primasy in Latin Literature is due to the fusion
of the patriotic purpose of the annslist and the native
heauty and art of the primitive narretive epic. The umity
of his poem was the grand centrsl idea, Rome’s mission,
+Tu regers imperio populos, Romane, memento®. VI, 852,
His success n this field of art occasioned many imitations,
Pharsalia of Lucanus (39—65), Avpensutica of Valerius
Flaceus, a poet undar Vespasianus, the Pupica of Silius [ta-
licus (26-—101) and Thobais of Statius (407—967).

1) Teufel and Schwabe.
% Digmed, Arg Gram. p. 480—2 (Eeil).



