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The Esquimaux

ExveELorED as they are now in perpetual ice
and snow, there are many proofs that the Arctie
regions once enjoyed a milder climate. This
fact has heen eatablished by the fossil wood,
acorns, and petrified fir-cones that have been
found within their limite. In North Greenland,
o large burned forest has been diseovered sur-
rounded by glaciers, 1,080 feet above the level
of the sea. Not only the {runks and branches
of the trees, but even the leaves, fruit-cones, and
seeds have bean preserved in the soil, thus en-
abling the botanist to determine to what species
the trees belong. Trees and plants belonging to
a climate as mild as that of Lausanne or Geneva
once flourished here; but the origin of the great
change in temperature ean only be theorized upon,
and there have been many theories broached and
upheld by seientists en this interesting subjeet.
The field of speculation as to the causes which
indured this stupendous change, is too wide to be
entered upon in the narrow limits of this article,

which must confine itsell to a description of some
T



8 THE ESQUIMAUX.

of the people who inhabit these high latitudes,
which have, despite their disadvantages, many
beauties of their own.

However, it is doubtful if the many seattered
tribes of Esquimaux who range about these
Arctie regions shrink from the menotonous gloom
of their long and terrible winter any more than
they enjoy the magnificence of an Aretic sunset,
or the magical beauty of the Aurora, that won-
drous phenomenon of arching light with ita
wonderfully transparent ecolors. They are a
gtolid and unemotional race, who are prineipally
distinguished by their ability to live in a climate
in which no other people have been known io
EUTVIVE.

Of all the uncivilized nations of the globe, none
range over a wider space than the Isguimaux,
their various tribes extending from Greenland and
Labrador to the extreme norlheastern point
of Asin. They call themselves “ Inuit,” meaning
simply “men.”” It is from the outsiders whe
trade with them that they have received the name
of Esquimaux, derived, evidently, from their own
eries of “Seymo,” or “Teymo,” with which they
greet the arrival of the ships,

As it would be impossible for these people Lo
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