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INTRODUCTION.

W are told every day thaf great soeial
problems stand before us and demand a solu-
tion, and we are assailed by oracles, threata,
and warnings m reference to thoee problems,
There is & gehool of writers who are playing
qmite a rdle as the heralds of the coming duty
and the coming woe. They assnme fo speak
for a large, but vague and undefined, constit-
nency, who set the task, exact a fulfilment,
and threaten punishment for defanlt. The
task or problom is not specifically defined.
Part of the task which devolves on thosa who
are subject to the duty s to define the prob-
lem. They are told only that something is
the matter: that it behooves them to find out
what it is, and how to eorreet it, and then to
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work out the enre. All this is more or less
truculently set forth.

After reading and listening to a great deal
of this eort of aseertion I find that the ques-
tion forms itself with more and mere digtinet-
ness in my mind: Who are those whe assume
to put hard questions to other people and to
demand a eolution of them? Iow did they
acquire the right to demand that others should
golve their world-problems for themt Whe
are they who are held to consider and solve
all queetions, and how did they fall onder this
duty?

Bo far as [ cun find out what the classes are
who are respectively endowed with the rights
and dutics of posing and pobving social prob-
lems, they are as follows: Those who are
bound to solve the prohlems are the rich,
comfortable, prosperous, virtuous, respoctable,
cducated, and Lealthy ; those whowse right it
iz to eet the probleme are those who have been
less fortunate or less suceessful in the struggle
for existence. The problem iteelf seems to
be, How shall the latter be made as ecomfort-
able ag the former? To esolve this problem,
and malke ua all equally well off, is assumed to
be the duty of the former elnse; the penalty, if




OWE T EACIH OTHELR ]

they fail of this, iz to be bloodshed and destruc-
tion. If they cannot make everybody else as
well off as theniselves, they are to be brought
down to the same misery as others.

During the last ten years I have read a
creat many books and articles, especially by
German writers, in which an attempt has been
made to set np ¢ the Btate™ as eh entity having l
conscience, power, and will sublimated above
human limitations, and a8 eonstituting & tute-
Inry genivs over 18 all. I have never been
able to find in histery or expericuec anything
to fit this concept. [ onee lived in Germany
for two years, but I cortainly saw nothing of
it there then. Whether the Btate which Bis-
marek is moalding will fit tho notion is at best
a matter of faith and hope. *My notion of the
State has dwindled with growing exporicneo
of life. As an abstraction, the State is to me
only Allof-ns, ,:’r In practice—that is, when it
exereises will or adopts a live of action-—it is
ouly a little groop of men chosen in a veryl
hap-hazard way by the majority of us to per
form certain services for all of us.  The na-
jority do not go about their selection very
rationally, and they are almost alwaye disap-
peinted by the results of their own operation.



