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PREFACE

Since 1911, when I went to one of the colleges of Florida
as professor of Education, I have been very much interested
in the public-school system of that State. In 1916 [ began a
detailed study of its origin and growth, which has resulted in
the preparation of this monograph. In making this investi-
gation, my point of view has been that of a student of education
and educational conditions; and my purpose, to give an account
of what has been accomplished in such a way that it will lead
to a better understanding of present-day problems, The work
has been prepared with the hope that it may he of real service
in promoting public education in Florida. If, in only some
small way, it will do this, 1 shall be more than gratified.

The materizl for a study of this nature is found in a wide
range of sources, and I gratefully record here my heavy ob-
ligation to those—t{oo numerpus to mention by name— who
have aided me in collecting this material. I also desire to ex-
press my thanks and acknowledge my pgreat indebiedness to
Dr. Frank P. Graves, of the University of Pennsylvania, and
Dr. W. N. Sheats, state superintendent of public instruction in
Florida; to the former for first stimulating my interest in the
history of edueation, and to the latter for furnishing me with
much valuable information, and to both for constant encourage-
ment and scholarly advice given throughout the entire investi-
gation, Finally, 1 gratefully acknowledge the many helpful
suggestions from DProfessors Arthur J. Jones and Thomas
Waady, of the University of Pennsylvania, who have read the
entire manuscript and commented upon it to its betterment.
They who have aided me, however, are in no sense responsible
for the opinions expressed, nor for any errors that may appear.

March 7, 1021.
T. E. C.
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