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INTRODLUCTION
Hymns, what they are and how they started.

I suppose most of you as children, you younger ones especially,
regard religion as something rather boring and uninteresting.

You will look upon the Sunday School and Church as places
where your parents force vou to attend and naturally this does not
always go down very well when the weather is fine and sunny and
there arc lots of more exciting things to do outside,

The wvery word “religion” probably conjures up for you
memories of long prayvers and dull sermons, the only reliel coming
at the announcement of a hymn which is possibly the only time in
the service when you begin 1o pay attention.

Al least the Hymn s usually bright and cheerful—two charac-
teristics which please you, and T think it is true to say that at this
stage in your religious lif¢, the hymn probably makes the biggest
irmpression of all,

Most children memorize a portion of their favourite hymns, and
this really is very important, because once learned they are rarcly
forgotten. Since each hymn is a prayer or sermon condensed into a
few wverses you will understand what is meant by our statement
regarding imporiance.

It is a difficult task indeed to keep a large class of children
interested in religion unless the teacher or speaker is particularly
gifted in the art of addressing young people and it is this fact which
also makes the Hymn so uscful because its appeal is universal and
it embraces all ages of young pcople and binds them together.

The actual meaning of prayver and worship haven’t really found
a place in the minds of most children becausc most things that have
happened have been pood ones and they haven't had to facc real
trouble bevond having a tooth outl or possibly being punished for
some act of mischief, They are not concerned about life after death
iﬁ_nnl'_r in a very confused sort of way. They are only just starting to
ive,

Tf you arc a teacher, your main difficulty is to try and bring
home to the child the fact that Christianity isn't dull and boring at
all. It is really a vital and cxeiting thing. People have fought and
died., endured terrible tortures, and thus became martyrs for
their Christian beliefs. You will understand that courage and
h},TCDLsrp are outstanding factors in the character of a true follower
of Christ.

I am sure thai most of us at some time or other in our lives
have praised and loved something beautiful. It might have been
the countryside in summer, a snowfall in winter. or even a house-
hold pet.  You have loved it for what il is—a creation of God's
wonderful power. Christians in the past, have appreciated love and
beauty in all its forms and as a result many stories, prayers, songs
and hymns have been written or composed. These have been handed
down for future generations and they remain to-day as they always



