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UPON THE TAVERN A8 AN INSTITUTION.

% HE famous remark of Louis XTV., "There are
ne longer any Pyrenees,” may perhaps be open
¥ to oriticism, but there are certainly no longer
any taverns in New England Tt is true that the
statutes of the Commonwealth continue to designate
such houses ms the Brunswick and Vendome as taverns,
and their proprietors sa intkeepers; yet we must insiat
upon the truth of our assertion, the letter of the law
to the contrary notwithstanding,

No words need be wasted upon the present degrada-
tion which the name of tavern implies to polite cars. In
most minds it iz now associated with the slums of the
city, and with that particular phase of city life enly,
so all may agree that, as & prominent featurs of socciety
and manners, the tavern has had its day. The situation
is essily accounted for, The simple truth is, that, in
moving on, the world has left the vensrable institution
standing in the eighteenth century; but it is equally
true that, before that time, the history of any civilizad
people could hardly be written without meking great
[}




