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SOCIAL PRYSICS.

CHAPTER L

KECESSITY ARP OPPORTUNENESE OF THIR NEW BOIENGE.

Ix the five first hooks of the Positive Phi thy, our investigation )
ceeded anLln ascerisned and mﬁﬂpm-‘t'iﬁmmgnﬂﬁc basis ; undpt::r
business was to exhibit the progress made in each sclenge; to free
it from cntanglement with the ancient philogophy; and to show
what forther improvements might be anticipated. Our fask is a
differenl, and a wmuch harder one, im the case of the sixth and last
science that T am about to treat of. The theoriss of Bocial science
are still, even in the minda of the best thinkers, completely impli-
cated with the theologico-metaphysical philosophy ; and are even
gupposed to be, by g fatel separation from all other science, con-
demoed to remain se involved for ewer. The philosophical proce-
dure which T have uuderinken to carry through becomes more
diffienlt and bold, from this point onward, withont at all changing
its natere or ub;act and it must e far pmsant a new character ay
it most heaceforth be employed in creating a wholly new order of
scientific conceptions, instead of judging, arranging, and improving
such as slready existed.

It is mat te be expected that this mew science can be at onecs
raised to a level with even the most imperfeet of those which we
have been reviewing. All that can be rationally proposed in our -
day is to recognise the characier of positivity in social as in all
other sciemce, and fo ascertuin the chief bases on which if is
founded ; bui this is enough, as 1 hopo to show, to satisfy our most
urgent intellectual necesaities, and even the moat imperative nceda _
of immediate social practice. In ite scientific connection with the
rest of this work, allpﬂmt I can hope to do is to exhibit the general
considerations uf the cage, 60 as to reselve the intellectual snarchy
which is the main gouree of our moral anarchy first, Prononl of th
and then of the political, which I shall treat of only wmblect
through its originating eauses. The extreme novelty of such a doe-
tring and method remders it necessary, before entering upon the
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400 POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY.

immediate subject to set forth the importance of ench a procedure,
and the futility of the chief attempts which have been indirectly
made to investigate social science. However unquestionable may
be the need of such science, and the obligation 4o discover it, the
best minds have ot yet attmined a point of view from which they
can estimate its depth and breadth and true position. In its nas-
cent state every sclence is implicated with its corresponding art;
and remsins implicated with it, az we have seen, the longer in
fjﬂ;mrtion to the complexity of the phenomens eomcerned.  If bio-
gical science which is more advanced than soeial, is still too
elozely connected with the medical art, as we have seen that it is,
we can not be surprised that men are insensible to the valne of all
social speculations which are ot immediately eonnected with prac-
tical affairs. We can not be surprised at any obstinacy in rcpc]iliug
them, as long as it is swpposed that by rejecting them, society is
preserved from chimerical and mischievous schemes: though expe-
ricnee hag abunduntly shown that the precantion has never availed,
and that it docs not now prévent our being daily invaded by the
most illusory proposals on social matters. Jt = in deforence, as
much ns is reasonable, to this apprehension that T propose to slate,
first, how the institution of a sciemce of Social Physics bears upon
the principal needs und grievances of society, in its prescat deplora-
bla atate of anarchy. Such a representation may CODVINGE
men worthy of the name of statesmen that there is o real and cmi-
nent utility in Iabors of this kind, worthy of the anxious atiention
af men who profees to devote themselves to the fask of resolving
the alarming revolntionscy constitution of modern societies.
 From the point of view to which we lhave been raiged by our
study of the preceding scienees, we are able to sorvey tha social
situation of our owm time in ita fullest extent and broadest light ;
and what we see is that there is a deep and widely-spread anarchy
of the whole istclleetnal system, which haz besun in this state of
disturhance during the long interregnum, resulting from the de-
! cline of the theologico-metaphysical philosophy. At the present
‘time, the old philosophy is in a state of imbecility ; while the
development of the positive philogophy, though always proceeding,
has not yet been bold, brond, and goneral eno to comprehend
the mental government of the human race. a must go back
throngh that interregnum to understand truly the present floating
and contradictory state of all great social ideas, and fo pereeive how
society is to be delivered from the peril of dissolution, and brought
under a new organization, more consistent and more gaive
than that which once rested on the theological philosophy/ When
we have duly observed the powerlessness of coaflicting political
schools, we shall sea the necessity of iutroducing an entirely new
gpirit into the organization of society, by which these ussless and
passionate siruggles may be an end to, and society led out of
the revolutionary stata in which it has been tossed sbout for thres
centuries past.




COXDITIONS OF ORDER AND PROGRESS, 401

/fa‘lm ancients used to snppose Order and Progressto .-
oe irreconcilable : but both are indispensable conditions der i reg
in a state of modern civilization ; and their combinatien ™*
is at once the grand difficulty ;md the main resource of every genu-
ine political system. No real order can be established, and still
loss ean it last, if it is not fully compatible with progress: and no
great progress cag beo accomplished if it does not tend to the con-
solidation of order. Any coneeption which is 2o devoled to one of
these needs a8 to projndice the other, is sure of rejection, sooner or
later, as mistakingr the nature of the political problem. Therefore,
in poatm: social science, the chief feature must be the wnion of
these iwo cenditions, which will Le twe aspecis, constant and in-
soparable, of the same priociple. Throughout the whole range of
science, thus far, we have scen that the conditions of combliation
and of progress are originally identical : and T trust we shall sce,
after leokiug into social science in the same way, that ideas of (-
der and Progress are in Seeial Thysics, ag rigorously inseparable
as the ideas of Organization and Tafe in Biology ; from whenee in-
doed they are, in a ecientific view, evidently derived.

The misfortune of our actnal state is that the two ideas are sot
up in radical opposition to each other—the rotrograde spirit having
directed all efforts in fuvor of Order, and anarchical doctrine hav
ing arrogated to itsclf the eharge of Social Progross; aad, in this
state of things, the reproaches exchanped between the respective
partics arc only too woll merited by both.  Tn this vicions circle is
gociety wow confised ; and the only issue from it is by the undispu-
ted preponderance of n doctrine squally progressive and hieravehi-
cal. The observations which I have to make on this subject arg
applicable ty all European sovietivs, which have, in fact, all under-
wonc A commok disorganizetion, though in different degrees, and
with various modifications, and which can not be separatoly reo
ized, however they may be for a time restrained ; but I shall keep
the French nation chielly iu view, not anly because the revolution-
ary state has heen most conspicnous in them, baf becanse they are,
in all important respects, belter prepared, in spite of appeamnm,
than any other, for a true reorganization,

Amopg the infinits variety of political ideas which appear to be
striving 1o sociely, there are in fyck only two orders, the mingling
of which in various proportions occasions the apparent maltiplieity :
and of these two, the owe is reully ouly the negation of the ather.
If we wish to noderstand our own condition, we must look af it as
the result and last term of the general couflict undertaken, for
three centuries past, for the gradusl domolition of the old pﬂlmm[
system. So rogarding it, we ses that whereas, for above half a
centary, the irremediable decay of the old system has proved the
necessity of founding a new one, we have not been sufficiently aware
of the need to have formed an original and direet conception, ade-
quite to the purposs ; so that our theoretical ideas have remained
inferior to our practical necessities, which, in a healthy state of the
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i02 POSITIVE PHILOSOPHY.

socinl organiem, they habitually anticipate, to prepare for their reg-
nlar and e satisfaction. Though the political movement
could not but have changed iis nature, from that time forward, be-
coming organic imstead of critical, yet, for want of o basis i sci-
ence, it has proeeeded on the same old ideas that had actuated the
past strugple; and we have witnessed the spectacle of defonders
und assailanta alike endeavoring to convert their old weapons of
war into instroments of reorpanization, without suspecting the in-
evitable failure which must ensue to both parfies. Such is the siate
that we find ourselves in now, Al ideas of order in the political ™
world are derived from the old doctrine of the theologieal and mili-
tary system, regarded especially in its entholic ond feudal constite- |
tion: o doetring which from our point of view in this work, repre-
sents the theological state of social seienee: and, in the samo way,
all ideas of progress arc still derived from the purely negative phi-
losophy which, issuing from protestantism, assumed its fmal form
and development in the Jast ecntury, and which, applied to social ©
affairs, constitutes the metaphysical state of polities. The different ,"’
elasses of society range themselves on the one side or the other, d5=
cording to their inclination for conservatizm or amelioration. Wit
every new wprising of a social dificulty, we sec the retrograde
school proposing, as the only ecrtain and miversal remedy, the res-
toration of the eovresponding part of the old political spstem; and
the eritical sehool referring the ovil exclusively to the destruction
of the old system not being completa. We do not ofien see the
two doctrines presended withoot modification.  They so oxist enly
in purcly epeculstive minds. Bunt when we ses them in moastrous

- alliance, as we do in all degrees of political opinion, we can not big
kuow that such sn allisnce can pot yileld any virtne which its ele-
ments do not contain, and that it ean ouly exhibit their muotual
neatralization. ‘We must here, it is clogr, regard the theological
and the metaphysical politics separately, in thefirst placa, that we
may afterward andersiand their present sntagoniem, and form an
estimate of the futile combinations into which men have endeavored
o force them. :

e thpnbogienl Pernicions as the theologieal polity may be in our
pality day, no tree philosopher will ever forget that it afforded
iho beneficent puardianship under which the formation and earlicst
development of modern societies took place. But it is equally in-
contestable that, for three centuries past, ite influence among the
most advanced nations, has been essentially retrograde, notwith-
standing some partial serviced. We need not go into any discussion
of its doectrine, in order to ascerfain its powerlesspess for future
gervice: for it ia plain that a polity that could not hold its ground
before the natural progress of intelligenee and of society can never
again serve as & basis of social order. ‘The historical anpalysis
which T ghall have to offer of the causes that have dissolved the
Catholic and focudal system will show, better than any argumend, how
radical and irretrievable is the decay. The theological sehoot ex




THE THEOLOGICAL POLITY. 403

plaing the fact, as for as it can, by fortuitons and, we might almost
,43]', personal causes: and when they will no longer sufiice, resorta
to its common supposition, of a mysterious caprice of Providence
which has aﬂutwg to apcial order a season of probation, of which
Ro acconnt can be given, either as to ita date or ita duration, or éven
its character. A contemplation of historical facts however shows that
all the preat successive modifications of the theological and military
system have, from the begioning and increasingly, tended to the
complete elimination of a regdme which, by the fundamental law of
socisl evolation, eould never be more than provisional, however in-
dispensable. And if any efforts to restore the system could achieva
a temporary suceess, they would nob bring back sociely to a nor-
mal state, but would merely restore the very sitnation which com-
pelled the revolotionary crisis, by obliging it to set about the work
of destraction again, with more viclence, because, the régime has
altogather ceased to be compatible with progress in the most essen-
tial respocts, While avoiding all comtroversy on so plain & vage, I
must briefly prezent a new view which appears to me to point ont
the simplest und surest criterion of the valne of any social doctrine,
which emphatically condemns the theologieal polity.
[rom the logical point of view, the Ero Priterion, of mo-

lem of our social roorganization sccms to me reduci- o dosrioe
ble to this one condifion : toeonsiruet rahnnallya litical doctrine
which, in tho whole of its active development, ahal];ﬂln. dlways fully
%ﬂﬂ&qﬂﬁﬂt— on its own principles. No existing doctrines approach

a falfilment of thiz condition: all contain, az indizpensable ele-
ments, numerous and direet contradictions on the groatsr number
of important pointa, It may be laid down as a principle that the
doctrine which furnishea accordant solutions on the varions leading
questions of polity, without failing in thiz one respect in the conrse
of application, must, by this indirect test alone, be rceognised as
sufficiently adapied to reorgauize society ; since this intellectual re-
organization must mainly consist in re-cstablishing harmony in the
troubled system of our social ideas. When such a regeneration
shall have been snecomplished in an individeal mind (and in that
way it must begin), its generalization, sooner or later, is secure ;
for the pumbier of minds can not increnge the dificulty of the intol-
lectual eonvergenece, but only defer the suceess. Woe shall herealter
find how great is the superiority of the positive philosophy in this
view ; becanse, once extended to social phemomena, it must connect
the different orders of human idéas more completely than could bo
dome in any other way.

The accomplishment of this great logical condition cq. . rmesme
might be expected from the theological polity above all vesiesl paliry.
others, besause ita doctrine is limited to co-ordinating a system z0
clearly defined by its long application, and so fully developed in
nll ita essential parts, that it may well be eupposed secure from all
serious incomsistency. The retroprade school accordingly extols
habitually, az its sharacteristic attribute, the perfect coherence of
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its ideas, in contrast with the contradictions of the revolotionary
school. Yet, though the theological polity is less inconsistent than
the metaphysical, it shows a daily increaging tendoncy to concessions
of the most radical importance, directly contrary to all its essentinl
\_Brihciplm. This is evidence enough of the futility of a doctrine
which does not even possess the one quality mest spontaneously cor-
respondent to ita nature. The old political system is Been to be
destroyed as goon as its most devoted adherents have lost the true
general sentimont of it: and this may now be observed, not only
in aective practice, but among purely speculative minds of a high
order, which ave uncorsciously modified by the irresistible influences
of their age. If examples are desired, we need ooly bring the
retrograde doctrine into comparison with the clements of modern
civilization. There can be no doubt that the development of the
seiencer, of industry, and even of the fine arts, was historieally the
jmecipal, though latent eaunse, in the first instance, of the irreiriev-
e deeline of the theologien] and military system. At proscut, ie
is the ascendency of the scienfific spirit which preserves us from
any real restoration of the theological epirit; as, again, the indus-
¢\ trial spirit,in its perpetual extension, constitutes our beet safeguard
| |zguinat any serious recurrence of the military or feudal spirit.
tover may be the names given 10 our politicul stropeles, this is
the real character of our social antagoniam. Now, amidst this siate
of things, do we hear of such a thing #s uny government, or cven
any school, seriously proposing a systematie repression of science,
industry, and art?  Tho not all powers (with an eceentrie exeeption
hers and thare) claim the honor of encouraging their progress ¥
Here we have the first ineonsisiency of the ralrograde polity, an-
pulling its own project of a restorstion of the past: and thongh
the inconsistenoy is less apparent than some others, it musé be re-
garded as the most doeisive of all, because it is more univorsal and
more instingtive than any other. Napoleon Bonaparte himself, the
hero of retrogression in owr time, set himsell up, in all sineerity,
as the protecior of industry, ait, and seience. Purcly speculative
wminds, though more easily separsting themselves from any prevalent
tendency, have escaped no better from the influence of {their times,
How many have been the attempts, for instance, for two conturics
past, on the part of some of the most eminent minds, to subordinate
reason to faith, according to the theologieal formula ; reason itself
being made the suprome judge of such & submission, and thus evi-
dencing the contradictory character of the proposition! The most
eminent thinker of the Catholic school, the illustrions De Maistre,
bore involuntary testimony to the necessity of his time when he en-
deavored, in his principal work, to re-establish the papal supremacy
on historical and political reasonings, instead of ordaining it by
divine right, which is the ouly ground appropriate to such a doc-
trine, and the only ground he would have proposed in eny age but
one in which the general state of intelligence precluded such a
plea, Instances like these may spare us further illnstration.




