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PREFACE,

Tae art of the Marble worker may be classed among
those employments possessing the most intereat snd va-
riety. [Itdemands of its votary the knowledge of design,
that of public and private monumenta, and of the natoral
history of Marbles. Et demande, nlso, taste and patience,
without which the senlptor will be a bungler, instead of
an artist. The cotemporary of civilization, his hand is
found in the works of every century. The more grestneas
has belonged to nations, the more cceasione had the artist
tocelobrate it ; and if the monuments of Greeco and Rome
had not been pillaged by the invasions of the barbarians,
their sculptures weuld have borne witness to the flour-
ishing state of the arts upen those two principal points
of the globe.

Less ambitions at present, sa great fortunes are rare, the
artist must employ himeelf upon the ordinary wants of pri.
vate life ; and if & few public monuments still demand his
chigel, these are but exceptionsl, and in large cities. This
is a misfortune, yet it is not without ita compensations,
These large fortunes, by their infinite subdivision, have
given rise to that middle class, who, on thelr part, take
delight in what they call conveniences, and demand of the
Marble worker chimney-pleces, tables, wasen, tombs, and
funereal monuments, panelings, pavements wmore or leas
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decorated with stone snd Marble, and evon fountains, flag
and corbetones, frontinga for the outside of warehouses,
and counters, slabs and fixtares for interiors, In this reapect
the Marble workers of cor times differ from thoss whe
only devoted themselves to churches and palaces. It in,
therefore, important to place within the reach of akillful
workmen the information and models which they need,
and which are here extracted from the best authorities,
in order to encoursge and stimalate good taste.

The Manusl of the Marble worker has been long de-
manded. It has also been needed by those proprietors
who themselved desire to superintend works for which
they do not choose to employ an architect, They will
find in this mannal all the information neceasary to in-
struct them. We bave probablyinvented nothing, butwe
have endeavored to make the most complete possible
analysis of the treatises upon ancient and modern Marble
working, which until now have only been found in folios
#o costly and bulky, that it wes very difficult to consult,
and almost impossible to possess them.

Cur little volume, on the contrary, presenting a clear
and precise text, and free from all the seientific phrases
which perplex the subject, will be in the possession of
every person who eeeks information respecting the art of
Marble working. It will be understood ; it will excite
comparsiive ideas ; it will draw forth eseays it will at-
tract sttention to this art; and our object will be grined
if it restores to the ateliers of the Marble workers some
of the emulation which they seem to have loat.

Tt is divided into five parta.

The first treata of Marbles in general, of their qoalitier
beanties, and defects,
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The second treats ef the use, cutting, and polishing of
tha different Marbles which are in commerce.

The third describea the processes designed to facilitate
and perfect the Iabor of tha workman.

The fourth part 8 devoted to plated Marblos, staceos;
moesaic paintings, and terraces—the whole being the prac-
tieal experienca of the most akiliful Marble workers.

The fifth part comprises new processes, secrets, recipes,
an essay on the mannficture of toy marbles, and various
other matters pertsining to the art.

Wa have alsc endeavored to enlighten the workmen
respecting their true interests, and to warn them against
the mistaken principles which sometimes misfead them,
by pointing out the right conrse, and inspiring in them,
88 well as in ua, that love of truth and commercial integ-
rity, withéut which ne industrial establishment will ever
gain the confidence of the public ¢r secore honorable

profits.
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