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TITE TWO FRIENDS,

CHAPTER L

# L aoeicto est sonvend plus sUVETE ponr Fouwbli des

convenanee, gue pour Loobil des deveire”

WE left Lord IHeatherficld in Wales, slowly
recovering from the effects o his wound, at-.
tended by his friend Desbrow, whose unceasing
care administered not more to his bodilv than
to his mental comfort.

The letter having been dispatched to Lady
Walmer, in which he declared his rennnciation of
her hand. hiz mond graduoally asswned its vatural
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torwe - 01 secmed as if & fearful load was removed
fromn i, ol now the fmage of Fanily reigned
one, Btillhis love was without hope, for though
b knew she still thought of him with tenderness,
comld he flatter himself into the Dbelief, that
afier the weakness wd vacillation he had be-
trved, she wouhl confide her happiness to his
heeping, or that she would bestow her hand on
o whom she could uo lenger respect.

Deshrow interpesed the shield of lis firmness
of character, between Heatherlicld and his be-
otting sin, o dread of the opluons of the
cligue he deseninated  the world,  Ite false
neiples and conventional tactics still influ-
coved him, and instesd of relyving on the
ondy sale monitor, econscience, e referred o
suciety for a eriterion by which to govern lus
actions; and henee, foond himself in continual

opposition with moral duties as well as with

s awn feclings,
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Conversing on this subject one day, he asked
Dresbrow, if the etrele who had witnessed his
attentions in formier times to Lady Walmer,
would not geverely eonsure his desertion of her,

“Why, as to that,” veplied Desbrow, * the
probability is, that long eve this, that circle
has eeased to remeinber the existence of either
of vou,—one half having provounced, that te
marry her would be to confivm every evil report
respecting  her,—and  the other, vice versd.—
Delieve me, they have taken up some newer, and
thevefore more interesting topie, and will reeur
to her no wore, nntil some other attachnient on
her part recalls her to their recollection,™

“ Bpare me, my dear Deshrow,™ said Heather-
field ; * ndeed you wrong Lady Walmer; she
is ineapable of the levity of conduct yvon attri-
hute to her,  Would that 1 could Hatter myself
that some other and wore fortunate attachment
might replace the unhappy one she formed for
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