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TIE WRECK OF THE “GROSYENOLR.”

CHAPTLER L

As the men had Leen up all night, T recom-
mended the carpenter to go to lhem and
tell them ihat the walches would not be
altered, and that the watel whose spell it
was below shonld turn in,

Bowme, 1t appeared, asked that yam shonld
be served out to them ; but the carpenter
answered that nene shomld be given Lhem
until breakfast time, and that if they got
talking too much about the drink, he'd run
& bradawl info the casks and let the con-
tents drain out; for if the men fell to
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4 THE WEECE OF THE “ GROSVENOE.'

drinking, the ghip was snre to get into a
mess, in which case they might be boarded
Ly the crew ol another vessel and carried
to England, where nothing less than hang-
ing or trausportagon awnited them,

This substantial advice from the lips of
the mau who had heen foremost i planning
the mutiny produced a goed efiect, and the
lelows who lad asked for spirits were at
once clamorously assailed by thelr mates;
sothat, tn thely temper, had the carpenter
proposed Lo fing the rmm crsks overboarwd,
most ol the hands would bave consentod
and the thing betng doue.

Al this T was told by the boatswain, who
lad left the poop with the earpenter, but
returned  before liam, T took this oppor-
tunity of being aloue with the nan to ask
him some queslions relative to the mutingy,
and particularly ingquired if he could tell me

what was that intention whieh the man
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named * Bill " had asked the earpenter to
communicate to me, bot which he had
refused to explain. The boatswain, who
was at botfom a very honest man, declared
that he had no netion of the intention the
carpenter wag conceahng, but prommised to
try and worm the seeret out of Johnson or
others wlo were in it, und nnpart it to me.

He now informed me that he had come
into the wmtiny because he sew the wen
wera resolved, and also because they thought
he {ook the caplain’s part, which was «
beliet full of penl to hioi,  1le suid that he
could not foresee how this trouwble would
end ; for though the idea of the men to quit
the ship and make for the shore in open
boats was [easible, yet they would run very
heavy nisks of capture any way; for il they
came across a ship while in the boats they
eonld not refuse to allow themselves to be
taken on board, where, sotme of the muti-
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neers belng very gross and ignorant men,
the truth wounld certaiuly leak out:; whilst
as to eseaping on shore, it was fiffy to one if
the answers they made to ingniries would
pot differ so widely one froir another as to
betray the,

But ai this point onr conversation was
wiorrupted by the earpenter coming aft to
4sh e to kecp wabch whilst he and the
hoatswain turned i1, as he for one was
“dead beat,” aud would net be of any ser-
viee until hie had rested,

Tt was vow broad daylight, the cast filled
with the silver splendours of the rising sun.
I deseried a sail to windward, on the star-
hoard fack, heading eastward. 1 made her
ont throngh the glass to bo s small topsail
schoomer, but as we were going free with a
fresh breeze we soon sank her hll,

The sight of this vessel, however, set me

tlinking ou my own position.  What would
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be thousht and how should T be dealt with
when (supposing I shonld ever reach land)
I should come to tell the story of tlus
mutiny ? DBut this was a secondary con-
sideration. My real auxiety was to foresce
how the men would aet when T had brought
them to the place they wished to arrive at,
Would they give such a witness against
their murderous dealings as 1 was, & chance
to gave my lile 2 -1, whose plain testimony
could set justics on the hunt for every one
of them. 1 eonld not ylace confidence in
their assnrances. 'L'be naths of such ruffians
as many of them undoubtedly wore, were
worthless. They would mnurder me withoub
an instant's seruple if by so domz they
could improve their own chances of eseape ;
and I was fully persuaded that T should
have shared the fate of Coxent and Duckling
in spite of the sympathy 1 had shown then,

and their declaration that they did not want



