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3732 DEDICATION,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.

B,

It is not from any particnlar or general concurrence in
your views and opinions that induces 'me to dedicate this small volume
to you, but from the higher considerstion, that the undisputed as-
cendancy of the Tores has made it the National Journal, and a paper
noecessary to ba read by every statesman on the continent who is desirous
of kmowing and appreciating the relative and varing interest of this
Country in the European compact. This mey be eaid without any
disparagement to other daily papers, which bave a fare proportion of
publio support, and merit sufficient to sustain it.

By a daring and liberal expenditure, you have retainod the
available talent of public writers in the different departments of your
Journal, at home and abroad, and are of more serviee to the govern-
ment in heing independent of it either as an official or semi-official organ.

You shrink not from the free disenssion of all public messures,
and the conduet of all public men; I exercise the right of my own
private judgment, and differ no farther with others, than may tend to
disclose the respective independance of mens minds.

I take the broad maxim, that what a man believes to be right,
is right to him.

I have the honor o be, respected Bir,
Your's faithfully,
JAMES AMPHLETT.

Beveex CotTAaE,
Banewssrny, FERRUARY, 1860.






The following Notices of the death of the duthor of this Work
ara extracted from the Shrewsbury Newspapers.

DEATH OF THE ‘ FATHER OF THE ENGLISH PERBS.”

W have thia day to record the death of cne of the oldest snd moet respected
members of % The Fourth Estate” in Englund—Mr. James Amphlett, who
departed this lifs, 7 day, st his resid Bevern-cottage, in this town,
full of years and journslistio homoura,

The death of Mr, Amphlett hes broken one of the faw remaining links which
bind, as it were, the past snd prossnt age of joumalien together, Writing his
firat ¢ leader’' —and leaders wors sowros things in sountry newspapers at that
time—npwanrds of sixty yoars ago, in a Staffardshice newspaper, the mind can
searcaly grasp the idea that it was only scme nine years ginoe his last compo-
sition of the kind was inserted in our ecmtemporsry the Jowmal, of which
paper ho was for seversl years editor. Having e nice perveption of the ameni-
tios of journslism, he wes opam-hearted and gencrous as & palition] opponent,
and while he upheld his party he never endangered pereonal friendships. Bince
hin retirament from the astive dutics of editorial life he haa contributed much
to various newspapers, our own among the number; and whilst the desadence
of his once-masmuling powers waa visible in his ccxpoeitions, thers were the
unmistakeatla signa of that strength of intallset which nnrelenting Time had
in process of years boen graduaily doadoning. In carly days Mr, Amphlett was
a powerful, vigorous, and sarsastic writer, his apt illustrations, witty points,
and extansive resding oombining to give force to the productions of his pen
His last affort waa the compilation of & volume of * Bocollsctions,” but be did
not live to soe them published {althongh nearly ready.)

Mr. Amphlett was well known to and intimate with several of the leading
politicinns and theatrical colebritics of the earlier part of the present contury,
and many were the curicus anecdotes of their exyings and doings he stored in
his retentive memory. During his long lifa he was connected with various
newwpapers either as proprietor or editer, and his comprehensive Imowladge of
foreign politics oaused his writings to be greatly noticed.

Cheerful and intalligent, s bearty and jovial companion, his society was
extensively courted, and “ many & time and oft” has bo set the table in & Toar
by his salliea of wit cr his resdy repartee.  He has dsparted from among ua in
a green old age, having attwined soma fifteen years beyond the proverbial
4 threa soore and ten ;’* and whila we, aa brother journalista, say, © Peace to
Tiis ashos® we may be permitted to add our parscmal tribmte of Knosre estoem
and regard for him as & fiend —SErncsdury Chrowldds, Jwly 2064, 1860,

THR LATE JAMES AMPHLETT, EBG.
Our obiteary of this woek contains the death of this highly-estesmed gemtle-
man, who has for some years past ecopied 4 somewhat prominent position in
this town a4 ons of its literary celebritics. He was for a grest number of
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yoara connested with the newspipsr pras, for so many yoars indeed that he
was conaidersd its oldest momber, and has been styled, perhape not inappro-
priately, the “ Father of the English Pros’ . He commenced his literary
Iabours, scme sixty years ago, 08 the editor of the Siafftrdehire Adoertiver.
Binoe that time bo had been almost nninterraptedly connseted with the hroad-
shoot. From 1845 to 1853 ho wea the editor of this Jownal, after which time
his active mind found congenial ocrupation in contributing to many first~elnss
journals and periodicals, with which his compositions found ready scceptance,
from the talent with which thoy were writen,  As a social companion he had
fow oquals, his retentive memory, and his sequaintancs with long bygous
historical and political incidents and prominent p ever affording him
ready opportunity of keeping alive the interest of a comapany, either by his
eterling intslligencs or by his piquant ealliss of wit and humour, for which he
dearest wish of hin heart to sea poblished, a wish destined not to be realisad,
wis 4 volume of ¥ Becollations of the Newapaper Proas,” which is now nearly
ready for publication. Mr. Amphlett has passed from ‘ammmg us at the ripe
old age of 85, with faculties almost cnimpaired to the last, respectsd awnd
regretted by a large circls of friends md soquaintances.—Shretosbuery Jonrmal,
July 36th, 1560,




PREFACE.

Trz Author of the present volome of Miscellanios, must spologise for a numb
of verbal and literal ercors which will appear in the work, from his not being able to read
tha proafs, nor with the dull ear of eighty-four follow a reader with acquracy.

It is now sbout ton years aince I was teld by several personnl friends,—a faot
pretty well known to myseli—that I had passed half 3 century in connexion with the
Newspaper Press; and that I ought thevefors to publish & small volums of political and
poetisal serapa, descriptive of characters and events warth notising. I observed that with
the advintage of my baing in possession of files and docomenta I might do something in
getting sach a work out, but that Thad not preserved s eingls scrap of prose or verss
during the previous fifty year.

An implied bargain wes then mads ;—1I fook the records and recollpctions of the
past, and a fow ladies and gentlemen tock the scissors and old newspapers and pasts, and
voila tout.

1 offer no excwss for the froedom of my political strictores; I had defended
throngh all times, and againat all comers, the integrity of the constitation in Choreh and
Btate, subject; to such improvemenis and reforms as were ealled for, and justified by the
inerensed knowledge aud intelligence of the peogle,



