INVESTIGATIONS INTO THE
LAWS OF ENGLISH
ORTHOGRAPHY AND
PRONUNCIATION. VOL. I. NO.I



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649427239

Investigations Into the laws of English Orthography and Pronunciation. Vol. I. No.I by R. L.
Tafel

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



R. L. TAFEL

INVESTIGATIONS INTO THE
LAWS OF ENGLISH
ORTHOGRAPHY AND
PRONUNCIATION. VOL. I. NO.I

ﬁTrieste






ﬂwﬂ C’/aa/a'ﬁ"a—w e a"tlax.

/‘ ﬁ/;?"% Ayf—%

T P Do D3 -_/

INVESTIGATIONS /

INT0 THE

LAWS OF ENGLIEH

ORTHOGRAPHY AND PRONUNCIATION.

By PROF. R. L. TAFEL, A M,
Wulingten Tniverstty, Bt Lonts, Mo,

Vol. I, No. 1.

NEW YORK:
B. WESTERMAN & CO., 440 BROADWAY.

LONDON : WILLIAME & NORGATE.
1862,

C. SHEEMAN & SON, FRINTERS, PHILADBLPHIA.




PROSPECTUS.

THE present work, which ia in process of publieation by
the American Philosophical Society, will appear in semi-an-
nunl numbars of 100 to 150 pages, large octavo; four numbers
to eompose one volume, The price for subseribers will be $1
a number, to be paid for upon the reception of each number.
The whole work is to be completed in three volumes.

The plan of the work ia the following : In the Fmsr Pant
are trested the elementary sounde of langnage in general, and
of the English language in particular; the whole of this part
is contained in the first oumber. The Breown Part will con-
tain the history of the English langnage. In it will be col-
lected the various elements composing the English langunage,
viz.: the Celtic, Anglo-Baxon, Scandinavian, Norman-French,
Latin, and Greek; and the process of their anglicization will
be studied. The Tairn Parr will be devoted to an investi-
gation of the laws of English seeentustion ; sand in the Forata
Parr, finally, will be established the luws of English Ortho-
graphy and Pronunciation.

Subseribers will please to send in their names, sither to the
undersigned publishers, or to the suthor, Prof. B. L. Tufel,
Washington University, 5t. Louis, Mo.

B. WESTERMAN & CO,

440 Broadway,
NEw YorE.






2

pronunciation of the English langnage at all, we require n minute
insight into the formation of the vowels and consonants, and inte
their mutuel relations. Tn support of my own theories I shall mainly
adduce the work of Dr. E. Briicke of Vienna, member of the Tmpe.
rial Aeademy of Beicnces, on the principles of phonology, which was
first printed in the Journal of the Austrian Colleges for 1856, and
afterwards published separately, with the addition of a valuable plate,
exhibiting the various positions of the tongue, and of the month in
general, in the pronuneiation of some of the vowels and censonants.
The rescarches of Dr. Briicke are carried on in the most systematie
and thorough manner, and the style in which he treats his subject
betokens ot onee the finished scholar and the man of clear under-
standing. Moreover, as he gives os in a nuishell, as it were, all that
hag previgusly been done in this department, T regard him as the first
suthority in sll matters connected with the physiolozy of language.
Dr. Briicke opens his subject in the following manner: # In in-
vestigating the sounds of languaga wo can proceed in a twofold way.
We can exemine the manner in which cognate sounds become af-
facted by ench other, and by trecing the changes which the various
sounds undergo, in tho course of time, aud in passing from enc lan-
guage into another, we are enabled to draw conclusions as to their
nature and their saveral attribates. Buch is the mode of the linguist.
On the other hand, we can institute direct observations and experi-
ments, with a view of ascertaining the wey in which and the condi-
tions under which they are produced by the orgens of specch; and
in this manner, also, we can ncquire knowladge concerning their re-
spective nature and properties. Such is the mode of the physiolo-
gist. Neither method, when properly applied, can ever lead to con-
tradictory results, but they may produce different results which are
mutually supplomentary to each other; thus the linguist in the course
of his examinations may evolve a scries of lawa which are to be ex-
plained on physiolegical grounds. Unless the lingnist take a physio-
logical view, he can mever have a full idea of language; for, in case
he neglects this, he only knows that much concerning langusge which
is heard by the ears and written with the hands; he knows as little
about the wonderful mechanism which gives birth to language, as
about the hidden wheel-work dircoting the motions of an automaton.
Those laws wlich were formerly derived from euphony, are not so
much owing to this eause s to the mechanical arrangement of the
organs producing the sounds of language, which can only produce
them with volability and preeision in certain combinationa. It is
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Castile, whose brother hod lost bis sense of hearing, when he was
two years old, and hence was deef and dumb. This ¢ircumstance
induced him to prosecute those studies, the fruits of which he be-
queathed to us in his work.” .. . .

* Independently of the discoveries of the Spaniards, physiological
phonclogy and its praetical applieation to the instruction of the deaf
and dumb was established by the celebrated Jokn Wallis,* who pre-
fixed to his English grammar, first printed in 1658, o ¢ Tracrotus
grammatico-physicus de loguela,’ and in the yesrs 1680 and 1651
instructed two deaf and domb pupils. His success was no less re.
markable than that of Ponce, and in & letter to Amman, a Bwiss
living in Holland, who shout thirty years later discovered indepen-
dently the mode of instructing the deaf and duwb, he states that he
procceded so far as to enable one of his pupils to prononnce the most
difficult Polish words, enunciated for kim by a Polish nobleman, so
that the latter was astonished at his proficiency, Ay Wallis was a
very learned man, in claborating his aystem of phonology he was en-
abled not ouly to teke into considerstion the English, but also the
Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Arsbie, Pemsion, German, Freuch, Cymrie,
and Guelie langusges.” . . . .

% The greutest progress in phenology wis made towards the close
of the eighteenth century in Germany, at Vienca, where Wolfgung
zon Kempelen, in onstrueting his speaking-machine, was not only
fed to investigate the manner in which man produces the sounds of
language, but also to cxamine the conditions under which they can
be pronounced at all. In these endeavors he was moro suceesaful with
rerard to the consonants than the vowels, of which Robert Willis
(1828) first gave us o entipfactory account. However, the formation
aof the vowels still presents to ua consideralle theoretical difficultics,
which ¥t will take a long time perhups to solve in a satisfactory
munner. With respoct to all the rest we may say that Kempelon
has left us n system of physiclogical phonology, which was improved
and completed, it is true, in after-times, but which was so firmly es-
tablished by him, that it farnishes the surest foundation for all sub-

sequent investigations.””

# Dr. Briioke oalls him érronecusly o ** bishop."" He was no biskop, but pro.
fessor of geomeatry sk Oxford, aod afterwazds one of the royal chaplaing; ha wasz
alzo ome of the earliest membars of the Royal Soelsty. Dr. Briake evidently
confounds him with Bishop John Wilkins, who lived at the same tima, end ren-
dered himsslf famous by his ** Essay towards & real Obarscter and Philosophieal
Langaage.”






