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PREFACE.

Thi books which are eatalogued in this lite voinme have been
brought together durlng the past fonr years. On ebiering upon the
duties of Superintendent of Fublie Schoole In Philadelphis, I feit that
1 would b & grest adventage to have at command the beat authorities
on the history, sclenece and art of edocatlon. Quesiions would be sure
to arise in connection with the work of organizing the supervislon of
tha schools which would render such & collection of books a great
eonvenlence to theas immediately eonnoctod with the Superintendent’s
Otfice, to the tenchers, and to other persons lutercsted In the public
school system of the city, The liberality ‘of the Hoard of Publie
Educalion heas ennbled me to carry ont this purposs, amd whila the
respuress At command bave been llmited, the llbrary hes grown fo
so¢h proportions as to render the printing of » catalogne 3 negessity.

The ficld of pedsgogical literature iz 30 extensive that it has not
bean possible fo do more than make s selection of books adapted to
the immediste needs of the deparimenl, while laying a broad founda-
tion for futore additions. What was mguired was o good working
pedagogical library, and it Is belleved that the selection made furnishes
ihe essentials for a pretty thorough stody of the history and theory of
education in the peat, as well as ample materiala for dealing with the
living questions of our own time.

The paueity of Garman books will e noticed by every ona having
the slightest acquaintance with the richness of that language in peda-
gogioal works., ‘The general utility of the library must be urged as an
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explanation of this deficlency. Besides, many of the writings of the
great German edocators are now acceasible to the English reader, and
the results of German thought and experience are speedily set before
15 in the form of {ranslations and In orlging] works upon the edueation
of that country,

No apology, it 1a presumed, ia needed for what may seem an undoe
preference for the French writers on education, ‘The striking progress
recently made in public edocation by our slster Buropean republic has
attracted marked attentlon all over the-world. This advanee has been
sceompamied by an awakening among her leading publicists mnd
educators, that has borne fralt in a geodly array of works relating to
edoeation In both its thegretical and practical aspects, and possessing
gll thosa gualitics go ehoracteristie of tha French mhldineﬂilyﬂcpﬂrt—
ment of literary effort. While the French, like all the rest of the
workd, have besm borrowears in edueation from the Germeans, it musk
be admitied that of late years they have bean producing bools of great
pedagogieal value. These are guite folly represented In this ey,
and it is belleved, are not one of its least important features,

To Increase the usefulness of the catnlogue, & salectlon of refer-
ences to the more recent and important articles in the leading periodi«
eals has beon added. Some of the best pedagegival literature of the
doy appears In this form ; and it was thought that the references to
these sourees of information, so easy of aecess In public libraries,
would prove a convenience to persons comsulting the catulogue for
guidance or suggestions on special topics. Ceeasional bibllegruphical
nmotes have been lnserted for the same reason. I may be permitted to
state with regard to both of these features that no attempt at com-
pleteness has heen made. They might have been groatly extended ;
but I have confined myself to0 making selections from my own note-
books end the memoranda of my current resding, The object has
been tocall attention to such articles and books as are of speclal value,
or are intereeting on account of their bearing upon new and pressing
educational questions,
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It will be wonderstocd fhat the books in History, 'Seiemn,
Ianguage and Literature are merely an incidental featurs of the
library. The selection in TTnlted States THstory might lay elalm to ber
at least ropresentative of the subject; but cutside of that, only sgeh-
volumes have been added ss sre needed for convenient reference in
conducting the supervision of o larpe aystem of schools,

The growing attention given by teachers to the literature and
learning of their vwn profession i one of the most hopeful and
eneoutaping signs of the tmes, Classes In Tayehology, the History
of Pedagogy and the Sclence of Edueation, are fast becoming a featurs
of teachers’ reading oircles, and Normal Schools are beginning to-
reallze that gomething more than o fow lessons n *' methods ** and twe.
or threa weeks' “*practice " in a tralning school, are required to prepare
young men and womén for the responaible doties of the sclpol-room.
The formation of pedagopleal braries in connestlor with the adminis-.
tration of ¢ity and state school systems will, I am sure, do much to-
promote this forward movement ; and it is & soaree of great satisfaction.
to me that the Bogrd of Poblic Education of Philadalphiu is, I baliave,
the first to take this step.

The rules senetioned by the beat authorities have been followsd in
the prrangement and details of the cataloguee. In nearly every vase, the:
tities of the separate artlicles in volumes of a miscellanecns character
have been given under the general title.

It iz omly just that I should state that any faulis that may be found
in the catalosue are atirtbutable to the limited time which I have becn
able to devota to k. All the work has been done in the odd minutes
that could be spared from the performance of my official duties. It
has been time very pleasantly spent, but I should have greatly
preferred to make & more serlous tosk of even the Jittle that was
undartaken.

1 must acknowledge the valuable serviee rendered by my clerk,.
Miss Adele M, Smith, in reading the proofs. BShe has been
indefatigabla in her efforta to prevent the mistakea which are apt
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to ereep Into the printing of so large & number of names and titles ;
and it willl be a disappointment it any serious error should be
sdiscovarad.
SBuperintendont's Offtce,
Anegrust, 1887,

' J. Mac A,
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