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PREFACE

It is quite & common remark that there are
already too many religious biographies. This
may be true; but in writing these lectures for
his Bible Class the Author found that several
volumes had to be mastered in connection with
the study of each life, before material suitable
and sufficient for his purpose could be procured.

The contacts and collisions of virtue with its
opposite are as real and momentous fo-day as in
times past; and if only we can catch somewhat
of the spirit of those great souls of bygone genera-
tions, then the study of their lives will make us of
the present wiser, better, and nobler.

In the treatment of these biographies complete-
ness has not been aimed at, multiplicity of detail
has been rigidly guarded against, and controversial
points have been studiously avoided.

Not from bias or bigotry of any kind has the
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author confined his attention exclusively to what
Sidney Smith calls « that knuckle-end of England
—that land of Calvin, oat-cakes, and sulphur,”
but solely with the view to narrow down the vast
field of hiography, and so render a judicious and
an adequate selection possible.

Lastly, not in the spirit of perfervid hero-
worship, but with the desire to exhibit “the
master-faculty of Faith ™ operating in the lives of
eight noble Scotchmen, is the present collection
now put into the hands of the Reading Public,

G. W. 1. MG.

The ScHooLloUsE,
CoRSTOAPNINE.
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