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PREFACE

This little book is desipned to furnish material in
Spanish composition and conversation to second-year
classes., The subjects treated in the lwenty-eight Jes-
sons are, to some degree, the same as those included in
my “Spanish Composition,” published some years
ago, but the texts are sufficiently dissimilar for the two
books to be used to advaniage in alternating vears in
the same school,

Each of the Orst twenty lessons is divided into five
parts. In the first part, the fundamental principles of
rrammar are studied systematically, and the grammati
cal rules are stated, briefly and simply, in Spanish.
Opinions may differ as to the advizability of introducing
a considerable amount of Spanish grammatical ter-
minclogy in the elementary course, but it seems rea-
sonable that when the grammar is reviewed, students
should at least be required to read the rules in Spanizh.
Whether anv further use will be made of this material
in the classroom will depend upon the judgment of
the teacher.

The Spanish exercises deal with interesting {eatures
of Spanish life, and the dialopue form 1= used in order
to reproduce the colloguial language and to afford
abundant practice in conversation. The Spanish exer-
cises, Ejercicios erales, Cuestionarios and Temas are all
developed with the idea of emphasizing and illustrating
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v PREFACE

the grammatical principles and idioms of the lesson.
Many of the devices of the Direct Method have been
utilized in order to facilitate grammatical drill without
the use of English, The Verb Appendix permits of a
review of the irregular verbs contained in the lessons
without reference o another textbook.

It gives me pleasure gratefully to acknowledge my
indebtedness to my good friend and colleague, Pro-
fessor Miguel Romera-INavarro, for his valuable
advice and criticism in the preparation of this book.

J.P.W. C.
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