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FROLOGUE.

STREVCHED af full lenglh, on the greal
divan of a studio, cigar n mouth, fwo
Sriends—a poel and a parnier—awere lalking
together one evening affer dinner.

It war the howr of confidences and effusion.
The lamp burned sofily bemeatk its shade,
limiting iix circle of light to the inlfimacy of
the comversation, Jeaping scarcely distinet the
capricions luxury of the past walls, cum-
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bered with canmvases, hangings, panoplies,
surmounisd by a glass roof through which
the sombre blue shades of the night pencirated
unhindered. The porfrait of a woman, lean-
ing slightly forward, ar if fo Iivfen, alone
stood ou! a little from the shadow; young
with inlelligens eyes, a grave and sweel
mouth and a spirituel smrle which seemed
fo defend the hushand's earel from foolt and
disparagers. A loww chair pusthed away from
the fire, fwe lidlle Blue shoes lying on the
carpel, indicated alto the presence of a child
in fhe Rouse; and indeed from lhe next
roem, within which mother and child Rad
bui suri divappeared, came occasional Burstr
of soft laughler. of childish babble; the
prefly fublerings of & nest going off ko
sleep. AU this shed over the arfistic im-
ferfor a vague perfume of family kappi-
ness which the poet  breathed in with
delight : "

“ Decidedly, my dear fellow,” he said fo
kit friend, ™ you were in the right. There
are no fiwo ways of being hapfiy. Happiness
lies in thiv and in noiking else. Fou musi
find me a wife.”
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THE PAINTEE.

Good Heavens, mol mel on any accound.
Find one for yourself, of you are bent upon
i, As for me, I will have nothing fo do
wilh o,

THE POET,

And why P

THE PATHNTER.

Because—becanuse arfizis ought never fo
marry.

THE PORT,

Tha's rather foo good. Fou dare lo say
that, and ke lamp doer no! go oul suddenly,
and fhe walls don't fall dewm wpen your
head | Bul just think, wrelch, thal for fwg
houry past, you have beem seliing before me
the empighle spectacle of the very happiness
you forbid me. Areyou by chance like those
odious milltondires whore well-being 1s in-
creased by the sufferings of others, and who
better enjoy their own fireside when they
reflect thatl W i raining owl! af deors, and
thal there are plenly of poor dewils withou! a
sheller 7

THE TAINTER.
Think of me wha! vou will. [ have too



