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NOTE

The InpEpENDENT has published during the
last four years about seventy-five autobiogra-
phies of undistinguished American men and
women. The aim of each autobiography was
to typify the life of the average worker in
some particular voeation, and to make each
story the genuine experience of a real person.
From this list have been selected the following
sixteen hives as most representative of the hum-
bler elasses in the nation, and of individuals
whose training and work have been the most
diverse. Thus we have the story of the
butcher, the sweat-shop worker, the boot-
black, the push-cart peddler, the lumber man,
the dressmaker, the nurse girl, the cook, the
cotton-picker, the head-hunter, the trained
nurse, the editor, the minister, the butler
and the laundryman. They also represent
the five great races of mankind, the white, yel-
low, red, brown and black, and include immi-
granis fmm Lithuania;, Pﬂ]ﬂl]d Sweden, Ire-
land, France, Germany, Italy, Greece, Syria,
China and Japan. I am aware that some of
these autobiographies, or “lifelets,” are crude
from a literary point of view, but they all have
a deep human interest and perhaps some socio-
logical importance.

Hamiuton Howr,
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UNDISTINGUISHED
AMERICANS

INTRODUCTION

HE late Jules Verne about a year before

his death created something of a sensa-

tion by saying that the novel had reached its
height and would soon be displaced from its
present position of influence and popularity
by new forms of literature. Whether the
fact that his later romances had not sold as
well as his earlier had anything to do with this
pessimistic view of the outlook for his trade,
there is much to indicate that he was right.
It is true that there are more novels written
and read than ever hefore, and there i1s no
dechine in quality, whether we consider the
average or the exceptional. But the habitual
readers of fiction, notwithstanding their con-
spicuousness and vocality, form only a small
and continually smaller proportion of the
total number of readers. Most men and
many women prefer to come into closer touch
with reality and seek it, often in vain, in the
newspapers. Consequently fiction i1s under-
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