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NOTE.

Tazse Lectures were delivered to the Students of An-
dover Theclogical Seminary in December, 1870, All
except one of them have since appeared in the Bibliotheca
Sacra. They are now published in « volume in accordance
with the desire expressed to the Author by persons in
whose judgment he has confidence, and in the form in
which they wera originally delivered.

Tira THEROLOOICAL BEMTNARTY,
October, 3, 1874, |



2 THE [DEA OF CHRIST'S ETNGDOM

in every Christian nation, invelving in some instances the
constitution and even the existence of the nation ; the indus-
trial interests absorbing human enterprise; the philosophy
and science apparently leading away from religion,

In the generation preceding this, other questious pertain-
ing to the life and work of Jesus were the subjects of excited
controversy. This ia another fact of eimilar significance.
Bo in every age of intellectual or moral earnmestness since
Christ came, his person and kingdom have been powerful in
human thought and action.

No other personage of sntiguity has poewer over the age
sufficient to awaken general interest in any discussion or
controversy respecting him. Homer is one of the greatest
of the ancients. His anthorship of the Iliad and Odyssey,
and even his existence, are denied. Yet the public is utterly
indifferent to the guestion, and it would be impossible to
awaken any general interest in its diseussion,

This interest in Jesus is not speculative, but practical,
pertaining to him as the world’s Redeemer and King. The
idea of hie kingdom on earth, and the expectation of its
progress and trinmph in fulfilment of the prophecy and
promise of the gospel, have become familiar elemcnts of
human thought and determinant forces in human action.
The sublime idea of the conversion of the world to Christ
has become so common as to cease to awaken wonder. Its
realization is the object throughout Christendom of syste-
matic, persistent, and energetic action, and elicits every year
heroic consecration and self-sacrifice. The prayer, “Thy
kingdom come,” is perpetually offered.

Besides this direct interest in the conversion of the world,
modern civilization is characterized by ideas derived from
the gospel of the kingdom; the brotherhood of man and the
fatherhood of God; philanthropy; the promise of human
progress ; the rights of man ; the removal of oppression ; the
reign of justice and love displacing the reign of force.

These facts must be sccounted for. This idea and expec~
tation of Christ’s reign over men in righteousness, an idea
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and expectation never associated with any other personags,
have so penetrated human history that they demand cxpla-
nation. The only rational explanation is, that the idea and
the promise are from God, and will be realized on earth..

I1. The Idea of the Kingdom is in itself a Proof of its Divine
Origin. '

The coneummation whiel: it proposes to realize on earth is
the universal reign of justice and love.

This consummation is not the reign of abstract truth and
right, but the reign of Christ, the Messianie King, who is the
truth and the life impersonated.

It is to be realized not by the epontaneous fermentation
of human thought, nor by a natural law of progress, nor by
the propagation of philosophical or ethical truth, or scientific
discovery and inventions, but by the divine grace in Christ
coming down upon humanity from above, and establishing
itgelf in humanity as a power of redemption. The doctrine
of the kingdom presupposes the knowledge of God, of sin, of
condemnation, and of all that pertains to natural religion,
Its distinetive and essential characteristic iz redemption as
an historical action of Ged in humanity. It emphasizes the
person, and the propitiatory work, as well ns the reign and
administration of the King. God in Christ, the divine in the
human, enters human history ss Bedeemer, and makes pro-
pitiation for the sins of the world. The love, which God is,
* and which became incarnate in Clrist, comes in the Holy
Spirit -and establishes itself in humanity as sn energy of
saving grace, and abides through all hiuwman history, working
redemption for man. Through him the redeeming love
of God in Chrigt is perpetually penetrating humanity and
becoming the life of the world. Tlus Christ reigns and
sdministers his government on earth, Christ, the King
anointed on the holy hill of Zion, seated at the right hand
of Majesty on high, all power given to him in heaven and
on earth, reigns over his kingdom on earth, administering
his government through the Holy Spirit, through whom the
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life that is in Christ is perpetually penetrating and vitalizing
humanity, evolving from the kingdom of darkness his king-
dom of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.

In this the doctrine of the kingdom is distinguished from
philosophy, ethies, politics, and sociology. These emphasize
speculative truth, law, snd institutions. Christianity, on
the contrary, is not dogmatic, bt historieal ; not speculation,
bat action ; not command and condemnation, but invitation
and promise; not organization, but spiritual life. Aecord-
ingly, the abstract word Christianity is not in the Bible; but
Jesus, the Christ, the Redeemer who ever liveth, the incar-
- nate energy of God’s love always active in redemption, is on

every page of the New Testament, and his Messianic reign
is the theme of the whole Bible. .

The citizens of the kingdom are all who, renewed by the
Holy 8pirit, are converted from the life of selfishness to the
life of faith and love, * delivered from the power of darkness,
and translated into the kingdom of Glod’s dear S8on.” These
becorme & brotherhood, united in fellowship by their common -
faith in Christ, and are workers together with God to extend
his kingdom through the world, The kingdom, growing
from generation to generation on earth, extends also to
heaven, where Christ reigns in person, and where the re-
deemed at death become 2 brotberhood of glorified and
immortal saints, atill honoring the same King, of whom the
whole family in heaven and on earth is named, and serving
him in the interest of his kingdom.

The law of the kingdom is the law of love. Ths life of
every citizen is a lifo of service. Every one acknowledges
his obligation or debt to all men everywhere, as much as in
him lies, to bring them into the kingdom. The service and
the love are sacrificial, like Christ's, His sacrificial love is
the type and measure of all Christian love.

The prophecy and promise of growth and ultimate triumph
are inherent in the idea of the kingdom. The idea and ex-
pectation of the conversion of the world, of human progress
to the universal reign of justice and love, are essential to
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Christianity and ineeparable from it. They are s gift to
. mankind from Chriat.

The promise, in its extent, reaches to all mankind. So-
ciety over all the world is to be transfigured into the kingdom
of God. As to its depth, it reaches the greatest siuner. In
its indirect, but necessary results, it promises the purification
of society, the Christianizing of civilization and of all insti-
tutions, the earrying out into the details of social life of the
prineiples of Christian love.

For the realization of the promise the kingdom depends
not ou force, but on the moral power of Christ’s life and
love, on the preaching of the truth as it is in Christ, and on
the power of love in the hearts and lives of Christians, made

- effectual by God's redeeming grace, always active in the
Holy Spirit.

Such is the biblical doectrine of the kingdom of Christ. It
presenta a complete philosophy of human history. It leaves
still incomprehensible the mysteries which transcend the
limits of & finite mind ; it even thruste them on our notice
in startling antinomies, as if to emphasize tle infinitude of
God, and awe us ioto reverence. But within the sphere of
human intelligence it meets and answers the great questions
which have occupied the human mind concerning the rela-
tions of man to God, the significance of his history, the law,
end, and blessedness of his being. If it were fully realized,
+ the perfection and blessedness both of the individual and of
society wpuld be attalned. As such, it is a coneeption com-
plete, satisfactory, and sublime. Were it only & creation
of & poet’s genius, it would, as a conception, surpass every
creation of genius. What epie, what drama, can be com-
pared with the drama —if it is a drama — of man’s fall and
his redemption? Were it only & theory which some phi-
losopher had elaborated in his study, it would surpass all
the products of the profoundest human thouglht —as a
philosophy of human history so perfect that no mind can
add to it or detract from it or alter it, without impairing its
completeness -



