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PREFACE,

Tue following book 1 wils prompted to
nndertake on accoont of the difficulty expe-
rienced by myself, and probably others, in tra-
cing a connected history of the great art here
treated. [ know of no American work exelu-
sively on the subject. Sculpture comes in
among the fine arta for those scraps of atten-
tion which are left afier music and painting
have been satisfactorily freated, a few dry
chapters being generally appended for that
purpose to many of the popalar compendinms.
I know not whether 1 have succeeded in ren-
dering these sketches lesa dry, and more fa-
miliar, but it has heen my cbject o make
them atfractive te the young.

I have not aimed at scientifie or learned
dissertations, but simply to make a useful, and
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possibly n pleasant book. As my motives
were humble, 20 has been my execution, and
I have not heaitated to press into my service
and offer to my readers any information found
in other writers belonging to my subject.’

Should these little volumes interest the
young, and be a precursor of more valuable
compositions of the same cast, my purpose
will be accomplished, and 1 hope thizs frank
avowal will save me from the imputation of
presumption.

After writing the ebove Preface, and when
my book wes nesrly completed, a volume was
put into my bands, which, bad I met with it
before, wonld heve supplied my want. This
work, entitled » Sculpinre and the Plastic Art,”
is an excellent compendium of works preced.
ing it. The author, howrever, though begin.
ning with the same general plao as ming, has
followed it out in so different a manner, that
I have etill thought & publication of my own
book might not be useless,



TREFACE, vil

The subject of Heulpture among us Ameri-
cans has been but little studied except'by the
initiated. Painting has her thousand votaries,
and is illustrated and described by a hundred
authors, while Sculptare stands off In moon.
lit selitndes, and, like the Egyptian Isis, veils
her features from the crowd,

In studying the works of authors on art,
those of Winckelmanon have been preéminent
in my mind. Till Henry G. Lodge's transla-
tion of the second volume of his History of
Ancient Art, he has been searcely known to
the English readers among us. Those who
have become acquainted with this beauntifol
work will be ready, perhaps, to feel some in-
terest in the short abstract of his life, gathered
from a French translation, and which may
well precede “ Familiar Bhketches of Seulp-
ture and Beulptors.”

Nore.— Wa most cbheerve, as we have done herctofore in
historlesl sketches, that the verious orthography of names as
written by diffarent aathars [z pecplexing. We have sooghi te
adopt those which have appeared most correct.



