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A VOICE FROM IRELAND,

ArreR a long season of misrule, commensurate at
ieast with English domination, Ireland has at length
put forth her voice, and in accents sufficiently loud
and intelligible to make herself heard and under
stood. Whether it will be responded to by our le-
gislators is still a matter of doubtful speculation ;
and the more so when we consider the deeply-seated
nature of the disease, and the limited view that is
taken of it by statesmen in general. That the case
is an urgeat one seems to be generally admitted, al-
though the spirit of proerastination that hovers over
our councils betokens a cloudless atmosphere rather
than one that is charged with the elements of civil

strife.
B
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With a fine country and a grateful soil affording
every'fadvantage for cultivation and commeree, and
with a hardy race of people, easily aroused by a
- sense of wrong, but susceptible of the kind and ge-
nerous feelings, nature seems to have thrown away
her choicest gifts, and to have inflicted a curse upon .
- the land instead of a blessing. Yet it is not the
work of nature but of misgovernment, arising really
but not necessarily frem British connection ; the re-
sult of bad policy and of unjust laws, originating in
ignorance and rapacity, and persevered in from the
same ceuses. W hether the condition of the people
would have been materially improved had they re-
mained independent 13 now only matter of specula-

tion ; but as the capabilities of nature are the same .
" in Ireland as in England, there is no reason to sup-
pose that civilization and improvement would not
have taken the same course, the facilities for both
being equal. Something, indeed, may be laid to
the account of the reformatiom in religion, which
made but small progress in Ireland ; but the practical
working of the two systems, when united with state-
policy, is not se widely different as to produce the
enormous disparity between the two countries shich
some religious zealots may imegine.

In order to illustrate the subject we will suppose a
case. The island of (Great Britain shall be con-
quered by some Europesn nation, the Russiams for
instance, who shall plant a eclony, and partition the
lands of the natives amongst their own nobles. The
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Greek religion as a matter of course becomes estah-
lished by law, with full possession of the tithes and
other charch-property, no perscn of any other faith
being allowed to acquire land, to be eligible to serve
in any department of the state, nor to assume any
command naval or military; for the Greek Church
being that of the state is paramount to the religion
of the majority. Can it be enpposed thet under such
circumsatances Jogland would be the prosperous
country she nowis | . Or rathar, would not the land
groan hepeath the burden of its taskmasters, and
the people become mere hewars of wood and draw-
ers of water! ¥et just 50 has it heen with Ireland.
Treated as & conquerad eonntry, the land confiscated
to foreigners, tithes and church-property alianated to
theclergy of a differept zeligion, the natives redneed to
a state of villanags, proscribed the right of acquir-
ing praperty or of holding any other than menial
offices in the land that gave them birth, it is not sur-
prising that ignorance and poverty should overspread
the peopla, nor that they should pant for an oppor-
tunity of hurling vengeanes upon their oppressors.

That the condition of the Irish people was exactly
such as is here described is within the recollection of
persons now living ; and the statute-book will pro-
claim it to posterity. If their political state has un-
dergone some amelioration of late years, it has been
doled out too grudgingly and evidently toe late to be
of any essentigl bemefit. Besides, their long accu- .
mulated wronge have struck too deep into the seil,

: p 2



4

and bave entwined too closely around the fabrie of
English society to warrant the hope that Ireland will
ever by concession acquire a government founded on
the laws of nature, of reasonr and of common sense.
I wish for the sake of hoth countries that it may be
otherwise, for they pogsese interests in common;
and if governed by equal laws and just institutions
there would be no impediment to a cordial union.
But we are not to be misted by the fair speeches
and fair promises of mistaken men, any more than
by the vapouring of those who lie in wait to deceive.
The wounds of a nation may be cauterized, but we
miscaleulate if we think by a local application to
cure a disorder that is generated in the system. We
may close the wound in one place, but the disease
will break out in-another. To grapple with it effec-
tually requires not only talenta and penetration, but
a degree of moral courage that falls to the lot of few
statesmen ; for there is much prejudice to overcome,
and many adverse interests to deal with. The paci-
fication of Ireland can be effected by no ordinary
mind; it must be the tnumph of reason and Juat:ue
over bigotry and eelfishness.

“ Who sees her dismal wrongs but would demand,
What barbarous invader ruled the land ? ™

Short-sighted politicians are too apt to over-rate
the value of a particular measure which however just
and proper in itself is only of partial benefit, and
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confined in its operation. The Catholic Relief Bilt
was a case of this sort. Sanguine men lauded it as a
talisman, that was to quiet discontent and produce a
harvest of human happiness; and they were led into
this error by some who weze too cunning to undeceive
them. Although predicated as a final measure, (and
its full and comprehensive character warranted the
term so far as the subject-matter of it was concerned,)
yet those who took a larger view of human affairs
knew well that it would neither instruct the ignorant,
feed the bungry, nor clothe the naked; that it left a
nation of Catholics under the legal control of a hand-
ful of Protestants ; and that it overlooked those ques-
tions of internal policy which are of more importance
to a people than an atiention to the squabbles of ad-
verse gects. The measure waa in iteelf only an act
of justice, a partial restoration of rights that had
been withheld by legal violence, so ill-timed indeed
ag to be a surrender of power that could be no longer
retained, the grace of concession being lost to the
government and forced from it by a people greatly in
advance in intelligence.* Such indeed has always

* This messure, however, partook of the same sectarian spirit
that mers all our legislation, and renders it so fur inoperative. By
onae of the clanses Roman Catholio legislators were restrained from
voting upon any measure affecting the Church of England, as if
they were sent to parlinment by their conslituents to waive their oi-
vil rights and become the puppets of a religion they sbhor. Buta
provision 80 contrary to reason and common sense, althongh sub-
mitted to from motives of poliey, could not L otherwise than futile;



