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PREFACE

EW persons who take an interest in
gencral literaturc are wholly un-
acquainted with the name of Sir
Thomas Urquhart, as that of the
translator of a great French classic,
Only the more erundite can tell

how the name of another literary man, erre
Antoine Mottoux, comes to be nssocinted with his
in counexion with the translation in question, and
are aware tlat the Scoftish knight is the author of
original compositions in such diverse departments
as poetry, trigonometry, geuealogy, and biography,
and that he played a prominent part in the public
life of his time.

It has been my object to bring together in the
following volume all the materials which are
available for giving a vivid picture of the personality
of Sir Thomas Urgubart, and of the cirenmetances
in which his life was passed, as 1 think it would be
a pity if his romaentic, fantastical figure were to
pass into oblivion. The materials for his life are
fairly abundant, though they have to be sought for
in many out-of-the-way corners. The slight but
fairly nceurate sketch prefixed to his Words in the
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Maitland Club edition, and the carefully written
articles in Dr Irving's Scoltish Writers, and the
LDhctionary of National Biography, contain the only
previous attempts which have been made to give
hig history., The limits within which the anthors
of these nolices had to work, have, however,
provented their giving more than a bare outline of
his career. 1 have attempted, with what success if
is for my readers to say, to clothe the skeleton with
sinews and flesh, and to impart to the fieure some
meagure of animation.

As T have had to do my work at a greal
distance from public libraries, I have been obliged
to eulist the scrviees of fricnds, more fortunately
situated, in the task of looking up multitndinons
references and allosions, which bore upon the
history of the perzon in whom T was interested, or
of the fime in which he lived. Miss Kewp, James
Walter, Esq., and Alexander Middlemass, Esq.,
Edinburgh, have beon extremely serviceabla to
me in this way.

A variely of details of historieal and biographical
interest has been furnished me by Dr Milne, King-
Edward; Garden A, Duff, Fag, ILatlon Caslle,
Turnill; Capt. Douglas Wimberley, Inverness; J. L.
Anderson, Esq., BEdinborgh; and 1. J. Anderson,
Kaq., of Aberdeen Umniversity Library.

Profegsors Crum Brown, Saintsbury, Butcher,
and Eggeling of my own Alma Mater have been
very willing to give the information T have sought
frome them; aund through Prolessor Grierson of
Aberdeen I have had the loan of many books
containing material of value for my purpose



