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PREFACE.

S

Toe present Handbook is planned upon the same lines
as Hooker & Baker's ‘ Bynopais Filieum,” and the two,
taken in conqeﬂtion, cover the whole series of the Vascular
Cryptogamia. Sinee the second edition of * Bynopsis
Filicum * was published, upwards of 700 new apecies of
ferns have been described. No doubt many of these, if
earefully compared with types previously described, would
have to rank as varieties or synonyms. I have just
furnished & eopy of my list of them to Dr. Lorenzo Yates,
of Santa Barbara, California, who wishes to publish a
catalogue of ferns, brought up to the present date.

I have not attempted to deal in any way with the fossil
types of the orders here included, a siudy of which,
bowever, ig quite needful fo understand their relations to
ous another and other plants. These have recently been
fully dealt with by Professor Williamson, in & series of
papers in the *Philosophical Transactions of the Royal
Society,” beginning with the year 1871; and the student
will find an excellent brief general summary of what is
known about them in the translation, just issued from the
Clarendon Press at Oxford, of Goebel's amplication of the
gystematic portion of Sach's ‘ Textbook.’

J. G. BAKER.

Erw Hervamiumr,

May, 1887.



