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F O R E W O R D

is with pleasure that this volume is presented to the American

people as a direct and original contribution to our national litera-

ture. As a collection of the famous portraits of Lincoln, taken

from the greatest collections in the world and valued at more than

$150,000, it alune would claim distinction.  This is the first collec-

tion of all the known original photographs of Lincoln and represents years
of research by the most eminent American collectors.

It is, however, upon its graphic literary treatment that this volume
must take its position as one of the most important books of the times. It
is a book with a mission—and that mission is to revive in the homes of
America the true spirit of Lincoln; that man of rugged honesty who said
that “God must have loved the common people or he would not have made
so many of them;” the man whe “knew what it meant to start at the
bottom and work to the top;” the man who “ met misfortune face to face
and overcame it with the might of manhood.” Tis psychological insight
into human nature; its philosophical grasp on life and its opportunities;
its appeal to the American heart and conscience, with its vigorous applica-
tion of the principles of Lincoln to everyday life, inspire one with new
courage and new ambition.

Lincoln lives again in the pages of this volume, through the portraits
and the word paintings that are masterpieces of literary art. It has been
the desire of the publishers to make it 2 new American classic in which the
generations may look upon Lincoln in the most dramatic situations in his
life, feeling the impulse of a great heart and the inspiration of an indomit-
able will and resolute purpose.

More books have been written about Lincoln than any other man in
the world’s history, but this is the first time that he has been brought before
the people in the actual negatives for which he sat during his life and in text
pictures in which he again moves among us, It has been the purpose of
the publishers to present, in the fewest possible pages, a full acquaintance
with Lincoln and an understanding of what such 2 man means to the world
of humanity. It has further been desired to make this a complete unfold-
ing of the vital events in his life. This has been accomplished by an
interesting chronology in which the whole panorama of the growth of the
nation, during the life of Lincoln, is presented. The volume further
includes the nine great speeches upon which Lincoln rose to the highest
political henor within the gift of the American people. These, with a record
of the celebrated Lincoln Collections in America, and the hundred greatest
books on Lincoln, fulfill its title as the “Portrain Life of Lincoln,” and give
it immediate position as the first authoritative handbook on Lincoln.
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