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ACCOUNT, e

The interest with which the public at all limes appear
to have regarded the progress of Erostation, and espe-
cially the very flattering concern which they have deigned
so unequivocally to express for the sncceasful issue of
our late undertaking, have concurred in indocing me te
abandon the usnal path of communication hitherto adopted
upon such occasions, and confirm me in the opinion that
some account, more accurate and detniled than iz gene-
rally to be found in the columns of the public press
might not prove unacceptable to those for whose sym-
pathy and consideration we can never acknowledge our-
selves sufficiently grateful. En this belief, which I hepe
may mot be deemed fallacions, E have seized the first
vacant moment since onr descent to embody in the pre-
sent form all those incidents and observations to which a
voyage so singular is so amply calculated te give rise.
It js true that many of these have already reached the
public ear throngh the medium of the publie press, while
at the same time no doubt much of the interest which



owes its origin to the uncertajoty and supposed peril of
sach exploits must have already sobsided in the konow-
ledge of the result, and of the leading features, which
our duty-to the public made it imperative upon ws imme-
diately to divalge. It ia not, however, in the mere issoe,
successful or unsuccessful, that the chief merit or impor-
tance of such an enterprise ¢an alone be said to consist.
Designed with a view to special ends, and undertaken
for the sole purpese of ascertaining and establishing the
efficacy of certsin improvements in the art, from which
most beneficial results were, and I am now happy to add
are, most likely to acorue, it becomes no less an obli-
gation to ourselves than to the world in general, to make
them partakers in the knowledge of whatever interesting
or important circumstances either accompanied the pro-
gress of our expedition, or may justly be expected to
attend the adoption of those improvements, the merits of
which it was oar sele ohject in the present iostance to
confirm.

From the time of the firet discovery of the properties
and power of the balloon,* up to a late period, (already a

* It may oot be uninteresting to those: coneerned in the
annals of =rostation, to mention that the widow of the cele-
brated Montgolfier, the first inventor of the balloon, to which
hie name continues to be attached, is at this present moment
living in Paris; end, though in her cighty-second year, in the
perfect enjoyment of all her faculties, ardent in the advance-
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lapse of mere than balf a century), & variety of obstacles
apparently insnrmountable continued to obsiruct the pro-
gress, and paralyze the efforts of ail who songht to
render it obedient to the sway of human will, and sab-
servient to the purposes of human life. The chief of
these impediments consisted in the uncertainty and ex-
pense attending the process of inflation from the employ-
ment of hydrogen gas; the dangers considered insepa-
rable from the practice of the art; the difficulties which
hitherto have baflled all attempts to give a direction to
the ungovernable mass, and the impossibitity which all
previous eronants have experienced of remaining in the
air a sufficient time to ensure the attainment of a sufficient
distance.

To remove these obstacles and reduce the wmrial vehicle
to a more certain issme, a vast extent of actmal expe-
rience, united to an intellect capable of turning it to &
proper account was ahsalutely required; and it would be
an act of much injustice were I not to declare, that it is
to the combination of both these in the person of Mr.
Charles Green, that we are indebted for the entire resulis

ment of the art, and hospitable in the reception of those who
cultivate it. 1 had the pleasure of dining at her table, since
our arrival, and of hearing from her own lips many of those
curious anecdotes illustrative of its origin and progress, which,
indeed, appear at all times to have accompanied the first dawn-
ing of great and important discoverics,



