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PR E F AC E

O publifh a Work with the

Title borne by this, may, per=
haps, by fome, be thought prefump-
tion, when it is recollected that
Madame de Genlis has already occu=
pied the Dramatic line, ina manner
to be imitated by few, and, probably,
to be equalled by none.~—But a com-
parifon of this work with the Theatre
of Education, of that great Authar,
would be unfajr as to exceution, and

unjuft as to defign,—The Writer of
this
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this work does not, like Madame de
Genlis, intend her Dramatic Dialogucs
to be performed; well aware that the
length of the Scenes, in {ome places,
and the fimplicity of the Plot in all,
would render them flat and heavy in
reprefentation, Themaotives by which
the was induced to throw her Stories
inte Dialogus, werea beliet that young
people are eafily captivated and inte-
refted by this manner of writing, and
the convenience of avoiding the = _fadid
See,” and ¢ peplied fhe,” which be-
comes {o fatigning in a narration of any
length, and which fhe was fo often
obliged to break in her Jalt work.

This thort explanation the Authorefs

thought due to herfelf, left {he thould
be
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beiuf] p:&ed of endeavouring to imitate

one of the firft Authors the Age has
produced,

If thefe fimple Dialogues fhould
be confidered as an additional barrier
againft the encreachments of error,
and an additional fupport to the efforts
of Virtue, the Writer will be mofl
happy ; and (he trufts them, the’ not
without fear, yet not without hope,
to the candour of & generous Public,
who at leaft will pive her credit for
purity of intention,






