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ADVERTISEMENT.

Fon the greater part of the translations in the present
volume the wrifer is respomsible. Ssve in a fow pas-
sages in the *“Cid,” where the version, in the measure
of the original, has been supplied by a friend, he has
thonght it better to render the meaning of the French
verses into English prose than to sttempt verses of his
own. He is not aware of any English translation into
verse of the plays of Corneille which would be endured
now, even. by the most patient reader. The best, per-
bape, is Ambrose Philip's English version of Racine’s
“ Andromaque,” known under the title of “The Dis-
tressed Mother,” which must have found admirers in
London during the last century; for many editions of
it were printed, and it was several times performed upon
our stage. The translations of the choruses in “ Athalis,”
by Randolph and Enight, will be acknowledged in their
proper place.

The writer also desires to express his acknowledg-
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~menta for the nse he has mads of the edition of Cor |
neille by M. Marty-Laveaux, and of tha edition of
Racine by M. Paul Mesnard, especially of the Bio-
graphicsl Notice in the latter work ; and alse of the
‘Histoire de la Vie de Comeille’ by the late M.
Taschereaw
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