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PREFACE.

The need for some elémentary instruction in onr
common athoolg on the dnoties and respongibilities
of citizenship, has long imprepsed me as of much
importance ; and in looking over the field to see if
some logical, and at the same time elementary,
guide could be found, I have falled to find what I
wanted. As agchool man, Interested more particu-
larly in the great body of common schools, the
schools which erducate the manges, I feel that an
effort 1o watraoted to simplifs, aud adapt to the
uses of such schools, the explanation of those prin-
ciples of governmment which shonld be known to
every intelligent citizen, It seems to me that the
logical method would be to begin at home, with the
lowly official duties which touch the local govern-
ment of communities. Hence thig effort to furnigh
to my teachers some guide to help them to follow
out ingtructions aloug this line, This is my only
excuse for the publication of the following pages,

I have made free to use what I needed, from any
source, and I here take pleasnre in acknowledging
my indebtedness to all from whom puch aid wes
obtained.

Since the publication of the first edition of this

it
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little book I have received kindly suggestions from
many friends. I have used such of these az I
thought would make the book better, without in-
tetrfering with the original plan. To all of these
kind friends I take pleasurs in acknowledging my
indebtedness.

G. I. WnicHET,
Meadville, Pa., fune r, r8g4.
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