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PREFACE

It 1= not the design of this ook to epen the saliject of
secezston. The subjugation of the Southern States, and
their acceptance of the ters dictated by the North, nay,
il the reader please, be considered sz having shiftwl the
Federal Government from the basis of compact to that of
conguest:  aind thereby extinguizhed every claim to th
right of secossion for the futie. Not one word in the fol-
lowing pages will at least be found to clagh with that sup-
position or opinion. The sole obijeet of this work is to is-
euss the right of secession with refercuce to the past; iy
order to vindicate the charaeter of the South for h:-:'..'l'll'[:ln
awd to wipe off the charges of treason and rebellion £
the wames and memories of Jeferson Davie, Stonewall
Jackzon. Albert Sidney Johoston, Hobert . Tee, aad of
all who have rﬂllght v sutlored in o the Feeat war of voereion,
Admitting, then, that the right of sccession v lovger
exists: the present wark aims to show. that, lowever thise
Hustrious heroes may have been aspersed by the ignorane,
the prejudices, and the passions of the hour, they were,
nevertheless, perfectiy loyval to weuth, justive, and the
Constitution of 1787 as it eawe Tront the Bamds of Tl
tuthers.

The calm and dwpavtiol veader will, it s bholieved, dis-
cover thercin the gromwls on which the South way o
vimdicated, : '

Arwerr Tavion Bressog,
Baltimore, 1366,



EXPLANATORY PREFACE

—_—

Albert Taylor Blelsoe had been graduated at West Point in
I=Hk  He was there with hoth Jelfersmi avia and Robert E
Lee. thongh oot o classtiate of either.  While professor  of
mathematioa in the University of Mississippl his relations with
Daviz were yaintaiaed with great cordiality,

He waz gpot in favor of sesession, bat with the eall for her
yuota of 76000 men from YVirginia, to enter the FPederad Ariny,
ke Lee pind other Vivginians he felr that he eonld nod ally him.
aolf with the eneties of his Stare, so e entersd the Confederate
Army, receiving the title of Colomel; hut he was predminently
a stwmbent pmd g seholay, 1ot g osaldier.  Tater President Davis
gave him o position i che Confelerate Caldapet: s title was
Chict of the i—hu'g!;m o Var, his duties thase of Assistant Secre-
tary of War, Later vu In o consultation between Davie and Les
it owis deeided $hat the srestest sepvice be eondd vender to (he
seeeded Btates was bo write a constitutional lostory whiel should,
if thi fagls were made clewr, stify the Bouth in the right o
seeelie

Tu order ta do this il was ecessary for lian to have aecess to
the debates in the formation of the comstitution, of the United
Stutes s well ag of the individual States, then constituting the
L,

The mecpssary docnmients were not te be found sonth of Mason
aml Mxow's Line. He was thercfore obliginl to go to England
to-study there in the Hritish Ymzenm,

My mother, who was borm in New Jersev, ot for many vears
hal lived in the Souath, was an ardent Sontherner.  She, out of
o very limited inheritence, paid all of the expenses of 1hes trip,
vf my father™ sty of zeveral yvears in England, and of the
family while he was gone, as well s of the [nll:l'li-l.‘uﬁnn of the
bk piter his return in 1BEG.

e had intended to give it the title almost exacily like the sub-
title of the published volume; bot on his return e America,
Jetforson Davis was a prisoner {1 Fortresa Monroe, and in peril
of his 1ife. Tle, therefare, ave the volumoe when it was isaued the
tithe, TS DAVISE A TRAITOH

Charles OConnor, 3lr. Davis's advoeate in the {rial for tresson,
told my father that withount the facts brought to light in lis
Tk, hee eoukd not have saved Alr, Davig’s life,

My wother never recaived any compensation for what she had
expended, and she alwavs rejoiced that she bad been able to aid
in justifving her beloved South, LN .

These few word: of explanation seem nocessary in issuing this
volmme agatn, a8 a ook of reforence for the schoeols of the Sowth.

Spprra Brenson HERRICK,



