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L1
THE CONTRASTS OF THE FUTURE

My pear F'rRIEND:

This morning your good letter came with
its Berlin news., Of course, the word news
is relative, The letter was more than ninety
days under way and a good deal of history
has been made between your writing and my
reading it. Yet 1t was an unusual pleasure
to hold your letter in my hand with its big
label **Opened by the Censor.”” In those old,
almost forgotten days of peace it seemed fo
me a matter of course that three times a
week a large pile of European correspondence
should come to my breakfast table. The mail
from the fatherland did not awake more ex-
citement than the daily newspaper. Now
everything is changed. Nine-tenths of the
letters addressed to me do not arrive at all;
they are thrown overboard, And so the few
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