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PREFACE

THE letters which are found in the following pages are
selected from contributions which have appeared in the
public press during the past seven or eight years.

The letters bear almost entirely upon the statistieal,
economical, and commercial aspect of the temperance
question, with occasional references to its historical,
physicel, or mom! aspect.

In selecting them the writer has sought to include only
such as were likely 1o be, not cnly of immediate, but of
permanent value

In the concluding chapter the legislative obligations
which are the logical outcome of the facts and arguments
of the book are discussed.

‘The statistics given are almost wholly taken from
Government Retums.  In those cases where they are
not they are taken from the Lest authorities.

The reader will probably notice that sometimes statis-
tics are repeated. Wherever this is the case it is done to
Wlustrate some fresh argument or fact, with a view to



vl PREFACE,

make the argument more widely applicable and the book
more extensively useful.

In conclusion, the writer would, remark that though
the main of the figures given in the following pages have
appeared in many of the newspapers of the day, he is
not aware that there has ever been any serious attempt
to controvert their truth,

WILLIAM HOYLE.

Cragemowt, Busy,
Lancasmies, Jannary ist, 1884,
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OUR NATIONAL DRINK BILL.

A RETROSPECT.

THE circumstances which existed fifty years ago, when the
Temperance Movement came into life, were peculiar, and
they were of a mature calenlated te retard the spread
of temperance truth.  For instance, there was a belief
which was virtually universal that intoxicating ligquors
were not only useful, but absolutely essential to secure
health and strength; people thought it was impeszible to
live without them; these drinks were especially favourites
in ail festive and social gatherings ; and they were every-
where regarded as the national beverages. It will be
manifest, therefore, that the work of the temperance
teformer’ must have heen most difficult; it was to
persuade people to abstain from beverages which they
thought they could not live without, beverages that they
liked, and which besides being especially fascinating and
enslaving, had a prestige of a national character.

And more than this: at that time Parliament came in
and increased the delusion by passing the Beer Eill,
The cause of its passing that bill was the drunkenness
which abounded, and the notion that the drunkenness
arose almost exclusively from the use of spirits, and that
if people could only have better facilities given for
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