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PREEFACE

This Firat Reader is inrended as a text-book and has been
preparved with special reference to the needs of beginning
classes,  Tn such a-book it iz essentinl that the sentences be
short and simple, that the thonght be objective and intrin-
sically interesting to young children, and that the lessons he
so graded that the pupil may pass by steps impereeptible to
himself from the simple to the more difficult. . Tt is believed
that these requirements have been sucevssfully met.

It is, furthermore, essentinl in & first reading book,
designed to be used as a text-book, that enly 2 fuw new
words be presented in each surceeding lesson, that the les-
sons contaits only words which have been tsught, and that
suficient provision be made for the repetition of words to
impress them o the mind of the pupil.

These are requirements which must be adhered to more
rigidly in a text-book than in a book which is designed only
for suppleinentary use, as all tenchers of experience well
know.

The classical literatore of fairy tale and fable has been
introduced in simple form in this book, and more generally
in the other books of the geries ; but not to the exclusion of
choice material in prose and podtry, which gives variety,

interest and help to the work.



The most caretul study has been given to the grading,
that it may be easy and progressive through each book and
throughout the seriee.

The illustrations show an intimate connection between
the lessons and pictures. They have been selected and pre-
pared to illustrate the text thoroughly, rather thad for
decorative purposes solely.

The diacritical marks used are found in the latest édition
of Webster's International THetionary. - These marks appear
a8 & valuable aid in the Second, Third and Fourth Books,
- but have heen omitted as undesiralde in the First Book,
except in the vocabulary in the back of the book.

With these pedagogical features, representing the best
prineiples ot child study, it is believed that this hook may
be used with equal success with any method of teaching
reading generally approved by the bost teachars in primary
schools, and that the progress of the pupil must be rapid
nnd the task of the teacher must be greatly simplified.

THE AUTHORS.
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Baby see can you

Baby can see.
Baby can see you.

Can you see Baby ?



