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THE HOUR AND THE MAN.

CHAPTERL
WAITING BUPFER.

Tax nights of August are in 8t. Domingo the hottest of the
yoar. The winds then cease to befriend the panting inhabi-
tants ; and while the thermometer stands at §0°, there is no
stesdy breeze, as doring the preceding months of summer.
Light puffs of wind now and then fan brew of the negro,
and relieve foran instant the oppression of the European set-
der; buy’ are gone a® soon s come, and seem only to
have left the heat more intolersble than before.

of Avgust, 1701. This was one of five days sppointed for
rejoisinge in the town of Cap Frangais; festivities among the
French and Creole inhabitants, who were as ready to rejoice
on appoioted occasions as the dulness of colonial life renders
natural, but who would have been .Int more lively than they
were if the date of their festival had been in January or May.
There was no choice as to the dete, however. wers
governed in vegard to their eelebrations by what happened at
* Paris; and never had the proceedings of the mother-country
Mf}“'oimnﬁo’;i-‘wim e tha, wiie yeuHaon of 85, D
aring the ng year, the w propriators
mingo, 1§Iw had hailed with loud voices the revolutionary doc-
b trines before which royalty had begun to succumb in ce,
were astonished to find their cries of Liberty and Equality
adopted by some who had no business with such ideas and
wolds. The mulatto proprietors and merchants of the island
 innocently undersiood the words aceording to their commonly §
received meaning, and expected an equal share with the whites '
A |' in the tation of the colony, in the distribution of its of-
fices, and in the civil rights of its ichabitants generally. These
\rights having been denied by the whites to the freeborn
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dislike, an effort had been made to wring from the whitea by
force what they wonld -not grant Lo reason, and an ill-prinei-
g::-“d ill-managed revolt had tuken place in the preceding
ber, headed by Vincent Ogé and his brother, sons of the
proprietress of s colfee-plantation a few miles from Cap Fran-
gris. These young men were executed imder circumstances
of great barbarity. Their sufferings were as seed zown in
the warm bosoms of their companions and adherents, to spring
up in duoe season in & harvest of vigorous revenge. ‘The
whites suspected this, and were as anxious as their dusky
neighbours to obiain the friendship and sunetion of the revolu-
lionary government at home. That government was fluctua-
ting in is principles and in ita counsels; it favoured now one
pasty, and now the oither; and on the arrival of hs messen-
ra at the ports of the colony, there ensved semetimes the
ud boastings of the whites, and sometimes quiet, knowin
smiles and whispered congratulations smong the depress
section of the inhabitants, ;

The grueliies inflicted on Vincent Ogé had interesied many
influentinl persons in Paris jn the csuse of the mulatiges.
Great zeal was exercised in altempting to put them in a con-
dition to proiect themselves by equal laws, and thus 1o restrain
the 1yranny of the whites. The Abbé Gregoire pleaded for
them in the National Assembly ; and on the 15th of Mareh
way passed the eelebrated decree which gave the mulatices
the privileges of French citizens, evin to the enjoyment of the
soffrage, and to the possession of seats in the parochial and
colonial assemblies. To Europeans there appeare nothing
extraordinary in the admission to these civil functions of free-
born persons, many of whom were wealihy.and many edueated ;
but to the whites of 8t. Domingo the degrle was only less ire-
mendous than the rush of the hurricane.

It arrived at Cap Frangais on the 80th of June, and ihe
tidings presently spread. At first, no one believed them but
the mulaiioes. When it was no longer poesible to doubi;
when the words of Robespierre passed from mouth to mouth,
till even the nuns wld them to coe snother in the convent gar-
den, “ Perish the colonies rather than sacrifice one iota of
our principles I' the whites trampled the national cockade
under their feet in the sireets, countermanded their orders
for the féie of the 14th of July (as they now declined iaking

the eivic cath), and proposed io one another io offer their col- .

ooy and their allegiance to England.
They found means, however, to gralify their love of power
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and their class-hatred by means short of tremson. They
tried disobedience first, as the milder method. The governor
of the colony, Blanchelande, promised that, when the decree
should reach him officially, he would negleet it, and all appli-
cations from any quarter to have it enforced. This set all
right. Blanchelande was pronounced a sensible and patriotie
man. The gentlemen shook hands warmly with him at every
tarn ; the Iadies made deep and significam courtesies wherever
they met him ; the boys taught their liule negroea to huzza at
the name of Blenchelands; and the little girls called him a
dear creature. In order to Jose no time in showing that they
meant to make laws for their own eolony out of their own henads, -
and no others, the white gentry hastened on the election of
deputies for a new General Colonial Assembly. The depo-
ties were elected, and met, 1o the number of one hundred and
mw«ah‘, at Léogane, in the sonthern region of the island,
so early as the Bth of August. Alfter exchanging greetings
and vows of fidelity"to their class-interests under the mme of
patriotism, they adjonmed their assembly to the 25th, when
they were 10 meet at Cap F is. It was desirable to hold
their very important session in the most important place in the
eolony, the eentre of intelligence, the focus of news from Eu-
rope, and the spot where they had first sympathized with the
ungrateful government at home, by hoisting, with their own
white hands, the cap of liberty, and shouting =o that the
world miq:-t hear, © Liberty apd Equality I ¢ Down with
Tyranny !

By the 20th the deputies were congregated st Cap Fran.
gauis; and daily till the great 25th were they seen 10 confer
together in coteries in the ehady piazzas, or in the Jesuils'
Walk, in the md . and to dine together in pariies in.the
afiernoen, admitting Tiends and well-wishers to these tavern
dinners. Each day tilf the 25th was to be a fEte day in the
town and neighbourhood ; and of these days the hot 22d was

one.
Among these friends and well-wishérs were the whites upon
all the plantations in the neighbourhood of the town. There
was scarcely an estate in the Plaine du Nord, or on the moon-
tain steeps which ovérlooked the eape, town, and bay, on all
eides but the norih, which did not fornish guesis 1o these din-
ners. The proprietors, their bailiffs, the el y the magis-
trates, might all be seen slong the ronds in the ¢ool of the
morning ; and there was a holyday air about the estates they
lefi behind. The negroes ﬂ;& lelt for this week to do their
2
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work preuty much as they liked, dr to do none at all. There
weae little time to thiok of them aod of ordinary business,
when there were the mulattoes to be ostentationsly insulted,
and the mother-rountry to be defied. So the negroes slept at
noon and danced at night during thess few August days, and
even had leave 1o visit one another to as great an exient as

was ever allowed. Pﬂm they also transacted other affairs

of which their masters itte suspicion,

All that ever was allowed was permitied 10 the slaves on
the Breda estate, in the plain, & few miles from Cap Frangais.
The attorney or bailiffl of the estate, M. Bayou de Libertas,
was a kind-hearted man, who, while insisting very peremptorily
on his political and social rights, and vehemently denouncing
all sbsiract enmity to them, liked that people acinally about
him should have their own way. While ransacking his brain
for terms of sbuse to vent on Lafayette and Condoreet, he rare-
ly found anythiog harsh 1w uiter when Caton got drunk and
spoiled his dinner; when Venue seot up his linen darker
than it went down te the quarter; or when little Machubée
picked his pocket of small coin. Such a man was, of course,

ticolarly busy this week ; and, of course, the slaves under
E?: charge were particularly idle, and particularly likely to
have friends from other plantations to visit them.

Some such visiter seemed to be expected by a family of
these Breda negroes, on the Monday evening, the 22d. 'This
family did not live in the slave-quarter. They had a coitage
near the stables, as Toussaint Breda had been M. Bayou's
postillion ; and, when he was lately promoted to be overseer, it
was foued convenient to all pariies that he should retain his
dwelling, which had been enlarged and adorned so as to se-
- cord with the dignity of his new office, In the plazza of his
dwelling sat Toussaint this evening, evidently waiting for some
one to arrive ; for he frequently put down his book to listen

for footsteps, and more than once walked round the house

to look abroad. His wife, who was within, cooking wupper,
and his danghter and liule by, who were beside him in the
pinzza, observed his restessnesa ; for Toussaint was a at
reader, and seldom looked off the page for & moment ﬂfg-:::ljl"
hour that he t have for reading either the books M.

Engml lent him, or the three or four volumes which he had
been itted to purchase for himself,

“Do you see Jean1" asked the wife from within. *Shall
™ Wit o Bl longer,” said T g

ol t a lisle 1," snid Toussaint. * It will be » [
if be does not come.™
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 Are any more of Latour's people coming with Jean, moth-
er 1" asked Génifréde from the piazza.

% No; they have a supper at Latoor’s to-night; and we
should not have thought of inviting Jean, but that he wants
some conversation with yoor father.”

« Lift me up,” eried the litle boy, who was trying in vain
to scramble up one of the posts of the piazza, in order lo reach
8 humming-bird’s neat which hung in the tendrils of a creeper
overhead, and which a light puff of wind now set swinging, so
as to atract the child’s eye. 'What child ever saw a humming-
bird thus rocking, its bill sticking out like = loog needle on one
side, and its tail at the other, without longing to cluich it? BSo
Denis cried out imperionsly to be lifted vp. His father set him
on the shell within the piazzs, where the calabashes were
kept : a station whence he could see into the nest and watch
the bird, without being azble totouch it. This was not alto-
gether satisfactory. little fellow looked about him for a
calabash to throw at the nest ; but his mother had earried in
ull her cups for the service of the suppertable. As no more
wind came at his eall, he could only blow with all his might,
to swing the tendril again ; and he was amusing himself thus
when his father laid down his book, and stepped out to see
once more whether Jean wae approaching.

# Lift me down,” said the boy to his sister, when his head
was giddy with blowing. Génifrdde would feio have let him
stay where he was, out of the way of mischief; but she saw
that he was really afraid of falling, and she offered her ghoul-
ders for him 10 descend upon. 'When down, she would not et
bim touch her work ; she took her scissors from his busy hands,
and shook him off when he tried to pull the snowberries out
of her hair ; so that there was nothing left for the-child to play
with but his father's book. He was turning it over when Tous-
aaink rea
" “Ha! bo 'abnotmrunrhluﬂcuﬂml L Tho
wmay have J much comfori out of that bnulf,ll I hal'F: |:|!.If't‘l:"éll
Denis.”

“'What is it? what is it about 1" said the boy, whe had heard
nau a story out of books from his faiher.

hat is #t? Letussee. [Ithink oukmwlmmmnugh
0 upa]t it out for yourself. Come and try.”

The child knew the lewter E, and, with a good deal ol help,
made out, at last, Epictetas.

“ What in that 1 asked the boy.

« Epi was i negro,” said Génifréde, nul:plteem/lka

1
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s Not & negro,” szid bher father, amiling. * He was a slave,
bt he was a white,”

4 [s that the reason you read that book so moch more than
any other 1"
A % Partly ; but partly because I like what is in it.”

“ What is in it—any stories 1™ asked Denis.

lM t1t is all sbout bearing and forbearing. It bas t me

m{ things which you will have to learn by-and-by. 1 shall
you some of hem oot of this book.”

Denis made all haste away [rom the promised instruction,
and hi-htharwupuunﬂilgainabmrhdin his bock. From
respect to him, Génifride kept Denis quiet by signs of admo-
nition ; and for some litile 1ime nothing was heard but the
sounds that in the plains of St. Domingo never ecease : the
bumming and buszing .of myriade of insects ; the oceasional
chattering of monkeys in a neighbouring wood, and, with a
passing gust, 8 chorus of frogs from a distant swamp. Uncon-
scious of this din, from being ‘accustomed always 1o hear more
or less of it the boy amuased himself with chasing the fireflies,
whose light began to glance around as darkpess descended.
His sister was poring over her work, which she was just fin-
ishing, when a gleam of greenish ]:ﬁ:td made both look up. It
came from a large meteor which sai eat lowards the mown-
tains, whither were tending also the huge masses of eloud
which gather about the high peaks previous to the season of
rain and hurricanes. Thers was nothing serprising in this
meteor, for the sky was full of them in August pights ; but it
was very beautiful. The globe of green light floated on till jt
burst above the mountains, illuminating the lower cloods, and
revealing along the slopes of the uplands the eoffee-groves,
waving and bowing their beads in the wandering winds of that

- high region. Génifrdde shivered mt ihe sight, and her brother

thraw himeelf upon her lap. Before he had ssked half his
questions about the lights of the sky, the short twilight was
gone, and the evening-atar cast a {aint shadow from the tulted
ta of the piazza upon the white wall of the coltage. ln a
tone, full of awe, Génifréde told the boy such stories as

ghe had hesrd from her father of the mysteries of the heavens,
He felt that she trembled as she told of the Northern Lights

" which had been aetually seen by some travelled persons now

in Cap Fran¢ais. [t took some time and argument to give him
an idea of cold countries; but his onela Paul, the Gsherman,
had seen hail on the coast only thirty miles from hence ; and
this wus & greass step in the evidence. Denis listened with all

]
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