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X. REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS BURIED IN
ALABAMA.

“Names that adorn and dignify the scroli,
Whose leaves contain the nation’s history.”
—Fits Greene Halleck.
By Mgs. P. H. Mzeww, Clemson College, 5. C.
Late State Historian, Alabama Division, Daughters of the
American Revolution.

The writer offers these brief biographical sketches of Revolu-
tionary soldiers, pioneer settlers of Alabama, with the hope that
they may prove of interest to the citizens now living in the State.
These soldiers came to Alabama when this country, now so rich
and populous, was a wilderness of dense forests and swamps, peo-
pled by savages and wild animals. Trees fell before the sturdy
strokes of their axes, lands were cleared "and cabins built; so
homes were made and bravely defended, and law and order began
to reign over the land.

In studying the early history of any country it is of importance
to know the characteristics of the settlers; not only the popular
leaders, but representatives of all walks of life, for the sum total
of individual histories and individual opinions makes up the his-
tory and politics of the State. When the majority of the first set-
tlers are law-abiding, patriotic men of good sense and firm prin-
ciples, then the State will find her growth and prosperity assured.

For a period of years after the Revolution, Alabama was any-
thing but “a land of rest.” The French struggle was over, but
Spaniards, English, Americans and Indians contended for the
mastery of the territory. This is probably the reason why there
are no Revolutionary land grants to be found in the State. During
the Revolution the white inhabitants of Alabama were loyal to the
crown and therefore they were not entitled to bounty lands. The
thirteen original States gave liberally to their soldiers. Ohio, Ken-
tucky and Tennessee were thickly peopled with old soldiers and
their families who settled on bounty lands. But there were no
free lands in Alabama, prices were high and in 1819 public lands
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sold for as much or more at the sales in Huntsville and St. Ste-
phens as the same land would bring to-day.

‘We therefore know that only a few hundred Revolutionary sol-
diers settled in Alabama, while there were thousands in Ohio,
Kentucky and Tennessee. In 1840, Alabama has a list of omly
one hundred and eighty-nine in the United States Census of Pen-
sioners, while Kentncky has aver nme hunr,!red and other States
correspondingly large numbers.

The Alabama Daughters of the American Revolution are en-
deavoring to locate and mark as many of the graves of these sol-
diers as possible and also to learn something of the history of
each soldier. This is a difficult task, for early histories of the
first years of the State are condensed and bare of details, only
prominent men and notable events being described. To find out
anything about these heroes involves researches in family records,
old newspapers, the few local histories which have been published,
and inscriptions on tombstones in city cemeteries, country church-
yards, and old plantation family burial grounds. This work will
be continued from year to year until Alabama has been thoroughly
explored for the last resting places of these pioneer herpes.

In preparing these sketches the writer is indebted for valuable
information to Hon, Thomas M. Owen, Secretary of the Alabama
Historical Society, and Director of the Department of Archives
and History of Alabama; to the regents and members of the
Alabama Danghters of the American Revolution chapters and also
to the descendants of some of the soldiers.

CAPTAIN WILLIAM ARMISTEAD.

""i‘hmqh mixed with carth their perishable clay,
Their names shall live while glory lives to teli
Truoe to their eountry how they won the day.”

The grave of this soldier is deseribed in Ball's Clarke County,
Alabama, pp. 475-6. We learn that a Capt. William Armi-
stead of Virginia and three sons, Robert, Westwood and John, be-
came citizens of Clarke. The father was a man of strong pecu—
liarities, a gentleman of the old school, wearing knee buckles and
retaining English tastes. He was twice married and had three
sons and three daughters. One daughter married John Morriss,
in North Carclina, and moved to Alabama; another daughter
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son of Malcolm Smith. Malcolm Smith, and Malcolm Smith, Sr.,
were soldiers of the Revolution and though of Scotch descent,
their worst foes were the “Scotch Tories.” (See Ball's Clarke
County, Ala., and Brewer's Alabama for sketches of Dr. Neal
Smith.) Issue: Julia Elizabeth, married (1) David White, a na-
tive of Virginia, (2) James M. Jackson; Sarmah Louisa married
John B. Savage; Margaret A. married (1) Kirkland Harrison,
of South Carolina, (2) Asa M. Lewis, of Texas; Robert Neal
married Miss Watkins, from Virginia; Jane married James D.
Bryant, of Wilcox county, Ala.; Martha Rebecca married (1)
Richard Starkey Jones, of Selma, and (2) Mr. Rixey; Catharine
Jeanet married Dr. H. G. Davis; Mary Caroline married Thomas
Boroughs, Jr.

The Revolutionary services of Capt. William Armistead, copied
from archives at Washington, D. C., Record Book E, vol 8, p. g

“William Armistead was born in Elizabeth City, Va., about
1762. He entered the U. 8. service at Williamsburg, Va., under
Captain Spiller Dent, 1777, Virginia State Troops; marched to
Valley Forge, joined Muhlenburg Brigade; pursued the British
on their retreat throngh Jersey; was in the hattle of Monmouth ;
afterwards detached irom Muhlenburg Brigade and attached to
troops under command of General Wayne and Major Llewry;
marched to Hudson river; stationed between West Point and
Stony Point for some time; was at the storming of Stouy Foint,
1779 After long service marched to New Brunswick on Raritan
river; remained in Philadelphia some time. After serving three
years, marched back to Williamsburg, Va., and was there with the
other troops regilarly discharged.”

William Armistead, of Clarke county, Ala., is down on the U,
S. Pension List for 1840.

The following additional facts as to his family are supplied by
William B. Newman, of Talladega:

John Morriss and his wife, Elizabeth Lee Armistead, had four
children :

{1) William Armistead, married Nancy, a sister of the late
William J. Hearin, of Mobile.

{2) Rebecca Kimbell, married Thomas Boroughs, brother of
Westwood Armistead’s wife,

(3) Washington.

(4) Martha Jane, married Samuel Forwood, a Marylander,






