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STURM’'S REFLECTIONS.

JULY 1.

FOREIGN FLANTY.

AvL our comns end 2 great number of our vege-
tablea came origioally from foreign countries,
and principally from warmer climates : the greater
part bave been translated from Italy, which re-
ceived them from the Greeks, and thess, again,
from the east. When America waa discovered,
& great number of plante and flowers unknown
in the epstarn hemisghem were transplasted to
Burope, and bave ourished axceedingly: in
England particularly the plants of North Ame-
rice have been moat successfolly eoltivated, and
atill continua o be so.

Those various species of corn which are most
used as wholesome foad, both for men and ani-
mals, are called grasa plants: elthoogh they now
cover our fields, they are nevertheless foreign
to our climate. Iye and wheat are indigenous
to Little Tartary and Siberia, where they still
fiourish without culinre: as for barley and oats,
we know not from whence they come; they re-

quiring cultivation convinces ns that they are
cc2



4 REFLECTIONS.

not natives of our country. Rice is the indige-
nons production of Ethiopia, from whence it
was at first transported to the east and after-
wards to Italy: in the beginniog of the last
century it was introduced into America, and
now large quantities are sonually imported by
the European countries from the western hemi-
sphere. Buckwheat came originally from Asia:
during the time of the crusades it became known
in Ttaly and Germany.

The greater part of our greens and vegetables
have the same origin. Borage comes from Byna,
crese from Crete, cauliflowers from Cyprus, and
naparagus from Asia: we are indebted to Italy
for the chervil, to Bpain and Portugal for dill,
and to the Caneries for fennel: garlic is the
production of the east, and chives end shalots
of Biberia, and radishes of China: kidoey beans
came originally from the East Tndies, and the
gourd from Astracan; lentils from Prance, end
potatoes from Brezil: tobacee was found by the
Spaniarda at Tobago, a province of ¥Yucatan, in
 America.

The chief ornamenta of our gardens, the finest
flowers, are also the production of foreign coun-
tries: Jersamine wan originally brought from the
East Indies; Spanish alder from Persin; the
tolip from Cappadecia; the narcissus from Italy;
the lily from Syria; the tuberose from Java and
Chinn; the pink from Italy; the asters from
China, &c. - - 1

Let us meditate with gratitude and joy upon
these numerous gifts of Heaven. How boun-
tifolly has the Almighty provided for our hap-
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piness and our pleasures, in rendering the most
distant countries tributaries to us! But let us
coasider a little the constitution of the globe we
inhabit: there is constantly a universal trans-
plantation of rare amimals and plants from one
place to another, and this change will not cease
until the world itself shall be dissolved,

In whatever clime it shall please thee to
transplant me, O Lord! may I make it my
constant aim to bear fruits gaeful and beneficial
to my fellow creatures, till at last T shall arrive
it those regions of bliss where there shall be no
vicissitudes, neither sorrow nor painl

JULY 2.
THE TRANSFCRMATION OF CATERPILLARS,

TaE transformation of caterpillars into butterflies
is one of those phenomena which have great
claims wpor cor attention, The preparatory
state previous fo this change in very surprising ;
the caterpillar having caat its skin three or four
times, it gradually sinks into u state of vorpor,
assuming a form thai bears ne resemblance to a
living creature. The insect remains in this state
one, two, or three weeks, somelimes even ten
months, until ita transformation is completed, .
when it makes its way out of its shell, and scars
in the air as a beautiful buotterdy.

There are two kinds of batterflies: the wings
of the one kind ¢lose perpendicularly, those of
the other horizontally; the former fiy during the
day, the lstter at night. The caterpillars from



