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The author of the following 1liscourses, fecling deeply
infesresied 10 thie r‘t:]igjunﬂ wilfure of our New Stptes, and un-
alle to visit them as a missionary, has prepared this yvolime
to be presented by the resbyterian foard, to such Chris.
tiaw families, as oy be disposed to receive and read i,
with hiz sincerc desive md eavnest prayver that 0 may m

e ul.%nm aid i the promotion of the cause of troth.
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THE CHURCH THE LIGHT OF THE WORLTN
Yo are e Halit of the world —2Marn, v 14

"This address of Christ to his disciples was not in-
tended for them alone, but for all Chyistiuns in ail
countries aud in all snececding ages of the world,
Christ is himsell in the highest sense the light of the
world ; for heis the head of the ehoreh, and all spiritual
hie and light are derived from him. Ministers of the
vospel are with peenliar propriety demominaled the
light of the woild, beeanse they not only make khown
the will of God to the hupenitent, but mstraet and
auide his professed friends.  Commuouications mode 1o
them are intended for the henelit of all. with whnom
they are connected and for all wmong whot they lubar,
Giod speaks by them 1o his chureh and also to the
world,  Apd by them the wants of the chureh nd
the world are gpread before him, whose goodness is
ifinite.

In the following discourse I shall endeavor,

I. To show in what sense the church is the liol

of the world,
]



i THE CHURCH THERE LIGHT

L. To mive Christians a view of their obligation to
fill the world with light.

L1 am to show m what sense the chureh is the
hoht of the warld,

Chiristians are denommated the light of the world
beeanse their fieey are illustrations ol the doctoies of
revelition and the precepts of the divine lnw,

lo them as inoaoglass, the world may see how the
trths and precepts of the gospel are understood, and
what fruits they produce, 1 is indecd 1o be hunented
that in ton many instanees it is hardly possible to per-
ceive any ditference between the conduet of professed
belicvers and men of the world,  Did we not know
some 10 be members of the visible elinreh ;. we shonld
uever from their conversation suspect them to he
Christians. Sneh persons ean hardly be considered
lights in the world—wmnch less safe lizhts. 1t is cer-
Fainly dangerons 1o foflow them.  Men of the world
will be more ready to embrace their errors than 1o
imitate their virtnes.  "Chey do pat elearly point i
the way Lo heaven, Many are misled by them, whe
desire an exense for alife of tronsgression,  Among
real Cliristinns there is a great diversity of eharacter,

Some are greater wnd brighter lights (han others.
Suel s the clear and powerfil Birht of the nost pions as
to disturb oud alarm these aronnd them, whe remain
impenitent. Though this s uet an awe of violenee,
there are individuals, who possess a Iin:n'l}'r's spirit.
Such are =ome, wha have gone o distant tauds to
spend thoir days smong pacans,  Aud sueli are some,
who have gone to the remote parts of our own eoun-
fry tn preach the gospel, where they have sabmited
o great hardships and privations,  "he snfferings of
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our home missionavies are greater, it is believed, than
those endured by onr missionaries in foreign lands,

The time is coming when the distinclion between
the church and the world will e more elearly seen
and more universally acknowledged ‘he time is
coming, when every brameh of the trae ehureh will be
visible to every one, and when believers will enjoy a
perpetual revival,  When the Lord of glory will
thus address the danghter of Ziou. Thou art beauti-
ful, O my love, as Tirzah; comecly as Jerusalem :
terrible as an army with banners,

Though we discover different degrees of holiness
in Christians, yet all, who are such in reality, do
tremble at Gods word and have respect to all his
cotnmandments,  Their i 15 & Life of Laith, not that
faith, which is produced by hnmarn reason, but which
is wrought in the heart by the power of God —
Worldly men are not governed by the prineiples of
Christianity ; but by sellish considerations.  The vol-
ume of revelation is the supreme law of the Chinstinn.

Those, who have been most gay, when they beeome
Christians, forsake.places of amusement.  They live
in some degree as strangers and pilgrims in the world.
True religion produees a great change in all, who
embrace it.  "T'his change is most striking wlen it s
cifected in the young.,

Behold a young man devoted (o all the amusemenis
of the gay and fushionable—prolane and otherwise im-
moral—accustomed 1o make light of the gospel, the
chureh and the most pions members.  Aun arrow at
length pierces his heart—he trembles—he cries, God
be merciful to me a sinner.  No sooner is he made a
stbjeet of grace than he bids furewall to all places of




