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PREFACI

o m——

THE subject of our policy on the North-West frontier
of India is one-of great Importance, as affecting
the general welfare of our Eastern Empire, and is
specially interesting at the present time, when mili-
tary operations on a considerable scale are being
conducted against & combination of the independent
tribes along the frontier,

Tt must be understood that the present condition
of affairs is no mere audden cutbreak on the part of
our turbulent neighbours. Its caunses lie far deeper,
and are the consequences of events in bygone years.

In the following pages I have attempted to give
a short historical summary of its varying phases, in
the hope that I may thus assist the public in some
degree to understand its general bearings, and to
form a correct opinion of the policy which should
be pursued in the future,

JOHN ADYE,

General.






CONTENTS

CITAFTEL I

EVENTS FRIOR TO, AND INCLOHEG, FIRHT AFOHAK WAL
ar 183041

PAlE
Proposed Invasion of India by Kapoleon I—Miwion of Burnes to
Cabul—Tts I"aﬂure—ulz[ne.t.ilit.y of Ruesls sod Parsia—Tirsk
Afphan War, 1859-41—Ite Viciesitudes and Collapes " .1

CHAPTER II

EVENTS POIOR, AND LEADMNG OF, TO SECOHD AWIHAK WAR

Conguest of Ehiva, Dokhavn, and Kokand by Bussin—FEritish Con-
gquest of Beinde and the Funjaub—0ur Policy with the Frontisr
Tribes—Treaty of 1357 with Thost Mahomed —Shers Ali sucecods
a8 Ameer, 1ARE—War of 18T3—Abdnl Rahman beeomes Ameer
—Withdrawal of British Ariny from Sghupicten, 1881 . 17

CTIAPTEE T

FRONTIFR FOLIGY AINCH BRODNDD AFGHAN WAR, INCLUDING
EXPRIMTION T0 CIHOTEAL

Fuarther Advanee of Hussia—Mearw Oceupied—Sir Weat Ridgeway's
Frontier Comnission of 1835-—The Durand Agrecment with
Abdnl Bahman—The Chivral Bxpedition of 18595—Ite Results
—bmdden Outbreak of Frontiex Trvikes, 1807 . . o4

Mae . y P . ' . . . ’ Tnfu.ﬂ_p. 1



Y

INDIAN FRONTIER POLICY

AN HISTORICAL SKETCH

————

‘CHATTER T

EVENTS PRIOR T, AND INCLUDING, FIRST AFGHAN WAR
OF 183041
FProposed Invasion of India by Napoleon T.—DMission of Burnes to
Cabul—Its Frilnts—Hostility of Tinesia and Persia—First Afghan
War, 1858-41—Tts Visisuitudes and Collapus.
Ix considering the important and somewhat intricate
subject of policy on the North-Western frontier of
our Indian Empire it will be desirable, in the first
place, to give a concise history of the events which
have guided our action, and which for many years
past have exercised a predominating influence in that
part of cur Eastern dominion.
Speaking generally, it may, I think, be said that
the main features of our policy ¢n the North-Western
frontier have been determined by the gradual ad-

“vance of Russia southwards, and partly also by the

turbulent character of the people of Afghanistan,
and of the independent tribes who inhabit the great
B
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region of mountains which lie between Bussia and
ourselves.

These two circumstances—the first having been
the most powerful—have led us into great wars and
frontier expeditions, which sz a rule have been costly,
and in some cases unjust, and their conseguences
have not tended to strengthen our position either on
the frontier or in India itself.

It will be well therefore to give an outline of the
Russian conquests in Ceniral Agia to the north of
Afohanistan, and aleo of our dealings with the rulers
of Cabul in bygene years, and we shall then be better
able to judge of our present position, and to deter-
mine the principles which sheuld gunide our North-
‘Western frontier policy.

One of the first threats of invasion of India early
in the century was planned at Tilsit, and i thus de-
scribed by Kaye : 1 ¢ Whilst the followers of Alexander
and Napoleon were abandening themselves to con-
vivial pleasures, those monarchs were spending quiet
evenings together discussing their future plans, and
projecting joint schemes of conquest. It was then
that they meditated the invasion of Hindostan by a
confederate army uniting on the plains of Persia; and
no secret wae made of the intention of the two great
European potentates to commence in the following
gpring a hostile demonstration—Contre les possessions
de la compagnie des Indes.’

! History of the War in Afghanistan,



