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I‘?t hfmhin that there is not a country on the fce of the
carth whose institutions are so directly opposed to the principles
laid down by the Infallible Teacher in the Syllabus as those of
Great Britain, If the Pope knew enything of English history,
he would say that the epoch which waz the bapplest and most
flarioss for England was that in which King John knelt hefore
Pandulph to make himsell the Tope's tibutary vassal. The
subversion of ogr present consiitufion ought to be the object
whichmujﬁiﬂiiulkmistpmpmgmhhnadﬂ If there are
any with whom this i3 otherwise, it can odly be the effect of
ignorance, thouphtlessness, =nd incongistency. No dombt the
inconsistency iz an amizhle apd honowrshle ope. Tt does
credit to their natmral feelings, which rehel against the false
teaching of their priests, Hut it is not the less famentable that
this discordance hetween their principles snd their practice
should be the anly security they have to offer. and that in pro-
* portion as they are good Catholics they must be bad, disloyal
citizens,

"I From all who really love our free institntions they are now
for ever separated by an impaseable gnlf, The Duke of Nodfolk
is going to pay his homage to the anthor of this calumity, Will
he be placing himself in an enviable or honeurable pesition?
COnly in the syes of those who do oot koow what he is doing, |
which I hope may be the case with himself."—Conwor
TuIBLWALL, 27 March 1871 (Zeters fo 0 Friemd, ed by A. P.
Stanley, London . Bentley, 1881, pp. 255—2).




1 COR. 1 12 13

Now this I say, that every one of you saith, T am of
Pauly and I of Apolles; and T of Cephas; and I
of Chrisl, 15 Christ divided } was Pasl erugifiod
Jor you? or were ye baptised in the name of FPowui?

T may seem at first sight, my brethren, as if
these words had but little to do with the
joyful occasion which has brought us together
here this maring, But I am afraid that there
iz a very close connexion between the two sub-
jects ; so that it would hardly be possible to
meditate much upon the one without having
our thoughts turned toward the other, I say,
I am afraid ; for the subject referred to in the
text is one which we should wish to banish from
our minds, if by doing so we could make the
thing itself cease to have a place among the
realities of our being, and especially if we could
shut it out of the Church of God. No doubt it
was with great reluctance, with deep sorrow,
that the Apostle addressed the Corinthians on
this subject; though but for this, we should, at
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this day, have wanted all the instruction con-
tained in this most precious epistle. It was not
a subject which he chose, but one which was
forced wpon him by the exigencies of the time.
And perhaps it might have been reasonable to
hope that what he was thus compelled to write
might have saved the necessity of ever retaring
to the subject again; if we did not know that
the evil, which he strove to repress and extir-
pate, is so deeply rooted in the nature of man,
and springs up and spreads so fast, that it
cannot be expected to disappear altogether,
until He who sits upon the throne shall say,
“Behold, I make zll things new.” And so we
are not permitted to rejoice even in this glad
solemnity, without being reminded of that which
saddened the Apostle’s heart; without remem-
bering that the plague which he tried to stay is
still raging around us, yea amongst us; without
observing that the words which it drew from
him eighteen ceaturies ago are still applicable
for our admonition,

We have been engaged this morning, my
brethren, in a simple but expressive rite, by
which this new house of prayer has been
solemnly set apart for the perpetual service—
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so far as anything here may be called perpetual
~—of Almighty God. But the very name of the
material edifice leads our thoughts at once to
the spiritual building, of which it is both an
emblem and an instrument; without which it
would have no sanctity, no worth, no use, no
title to the smallest degree of veneration or
respect. We call the material and the spiritual
temple by the same name ; and this is well, if it
serve to impress upon us the entire subordina-
- tion of the one to the other, as of the body to
the soul, But, according to the original and
proper signification of the word, chwrck means
the Lord's kouse; a very it description for a
building in which the Lord's people come
together, to seek His face, to honour His name,
and to hear His word., This, however, iz not
the sense in which the word is used in the New
Testament, There it always means the assembly
of the faithful, whether in the narrower or the
larger sense. Where two or three are gathered
together in the name of Christ, there was a
Church. And if they were separated from one
another by the distance of the poles, they might
still be within the same Universal Church. And
as the material fabric is a lively image of the



