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CCOBDING to the promise of the FPrimer which precedes this little

voleme, children are here introdused to real reading. We have sought

to provide storiss and verses which ghall have the same intarest for
themn as the magazine of belles letires has for grown people, and yei be entirely
puited to their small powers.

The puiding principle has been the coltivation of & taste for reading; and
nothing, we think, is inelnded which will not promote right feeling, and
lead to the appreciation of what s excellent,

A gonsiderable number of the selections are standard, or elassie, n the
aecepted sense.  The remainder are in fhe simple narrative styls, which makes
easy reading. After an almost exhaustive research, the best short stories
were found close at hand in recent juvenile magazines. By special arrange-
ment, we are able to mse both stories and illostrations, in & large namber
of cases, from “Qur Little (Jnes,” the litcrary suecessor of the = Nursery.”

To correspond with the advancement, made and making, in teaching
rending, this book i of somewhat higher prade than most First HReaders.
It is, however, much less diffieult than appears, by reason of the naturalness
of the language and the winsomeness of the stories. It may be found expe-
dient, for a little time, where these advanced methods have not borne their
fruit, to nse the book as a Second Beader —af least for supplementary read-
ing. It will, however, easily follow the Primer of its own series.

We appreciate that the way to learn io read is by reading, and have given
material for 8 much larger amownt of practice than is common in books of this
grade. TYet we do not forget that more is required in s reader than a col-
lection of readings, however well adapted these may be. FProvision is made
for the daily study of words and idioms, ihe dovelopment of language, and
the ready use of script.

It is customary to place at the head of a lessom the new words that occur
in it We have thought it wise to present all words, whether new or not,
which could possibly be found dificult of recognition. This gives to any

+ single lesson the appearance of carrying s larger number of new words than

other réaders. The troth is often quite the reverse,

A few songe, interspersed here and there, to add to the interest, have
been kindly furnished by Mr. L. W. Mason, Director of Musie, and author
of Muzic Hesders.

Otker items of possible valoe to teachers mre given under Notes and
Sugyestions.

J. 8 Cramres & Qo Prasrcena, Boatow.
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«| NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS.D-

i HE aim of a Primer is & clear and striking presentation of words. Itis the
office of a First Reader o lead o child to begin to make his small stock of
words the capital for an active business and the means of acquiring the

untold wealth that lies in books. The requiremsnt of s book h::zm Bbagre is

that it shall be difficult enough to keep the reader comslantly improving, and
easy enongh to hold his interest. A lesson to be wade a echool study should
be different frow & reading entertainment.

A. Too much stress cannot be laid upon the importance of the Preparatory
Werd Stwdy. Tt should bBe s next to invarisble role that no leason shall be
read until its Word Stody has been followed out.  Standing at the head of the
reading, it should say to the child: * Tlere are all the hard Eluma you will
find. Master these, and you can resd s delightfgl 5 eot ease.’”
The wordworkwﬂlthm be undertaken with direct a manifeat
roward. following pointa summarize the eiples of Word Study: —

1. lﬂmwhmtﬁehtmha?ethmmn ponnd, pupils uhﬂnldbetaugh!.
to find out the word. If directed to call such a word something,
will eall it rightly, and where they do not, the need for the atnﬂ]rof Wumr“
syllable combinalions is ghown

2, mmseaaiuunpgmm characier, it is bettor to tell the word cutright,
teaching it as a whele, by the farm-pcrmem or gight-method.

]El the muny cases the, though not strictly regular in construetion, the
waord can be marked to indicate it wound, it shoald be made plain the dia-
critical mark or the sounding of its vowsl elements.  And if word is ona of
& class, its congeners should be taupht after the manner of the Primer.

B. Ths breaking np of long worda into syllablea llelpa in g'l‘nn confidence
to children when igﬂy mest tﬁu The vowal thus becomes to & ayl-
Iable, sud the swecession of syllables expresses an idea, as the guccession of
words in a sentence expresses a thought. The common prefizes and suffizes
should be tecognized a8 wholes,— con-, Iy, -ment, ~able, in- on, less, ful, and
others, should become as susy to grasp as 8 single Jetter. In blackboard les-
song, the teacher secures thi by eovering the remaining portion of a word.
The following words illustrate a kind of lesson of great interest to children:—

M- Car- COR-

IM-ME- CAra- COR-BI0-

[M-M E-DI- CAL-T-FOR- CON-SI-ER-
IM-ME-DM-ATE- CAL-FPOR-NI- CON-BIT-ER-A-
IM-ME-DI-ATE-LY CAL-FFOR-NI-A CON-SID-EL-A-BLE

The reverse process of wriling a long word and then cutiing from it parts
recognized as syllables until on EE_',' one gyliable is left, is of equoal value and
interest. Circumstances, misunderstanding, responsibility are examples, It is of
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little Mnaaguanne whether the words are fully understood. Tt is befter that
they should be familiar to the ear.

. The right ves of the voice is of great help in intelligent reading. It
hﬂ matters how long o pupil halta Ie & ?mt.iomﬂ word, if he keepa the
th of the sentence in mind; or how slowly he may read, if thers is mo
break in the continuity of voice modulation, Haad, “This — has — been — &
— T — 1 without the least drawling of the words, but with natural ex-

jon, and it will n.spmr that both reader aud listevers may he taught to
old their attention and interest where lime must be taken to find out & word.

I Sirest REapmec. — We recornmend even af this carly stage the begin-
ning of systematic silent reading. A part of the time given now to slate work
would be much more profilably spent in the reading some book either pre-
" viouely read alood, or o simple as to be in the main intelligible. Questioning
afterward upon what has beem read gives opportunity for the best posaible
language training. The call for short stories suitable for such reading will
snon ba fully met.

E. Tar Usk or Poerry. — With respeet to poetry teachers fall into two
distinetly marked clzases, the ona slmost utterly eschewing it, and the other
making it their chiof resoures for the cultivation of expression.

It is & fact that childven are fond of pueiqp,wd&atthe]avedfpoetryia
the love of literaturs, — one of the noblest recreations the mind can have. It
wonld ssemn, therefore, t5 be avery teachers duty to inzpire in ehildven's minds
a growing taste for standard poetry. The droning singwong will readily yield
to musical thythm if a sufficient nmwber of pleasant rhymes and verses are
repested, and the reading will follow the style of the recitation.

F. Another item on which teachers differ relates to the time to give toa
gingle lasson. Tt is now quite generally thought better to vse a new lesson each
day. Ninety per cent of the words are common to nearly all the lessons, and
children read with betier expression whut is fresh to them. The gra.ehue of
examining children on new reading has dono awey with & system of drill which
wus staltifying in the highest degres.

&, Mersor v LEarsvmvg To WriTE.— This ia the period in the school
course for teaching & child to write. Hiz penmanship is fmproved in the years
that follow; but after tha completion of this reader should Lave command
of seript both to read and writs.

Three kinds of loszons are needful: —

1. The training indicated in the series ealled ® Vio's Lessons,” where tha
tencher gives her time and effort to the training of her class in prineiples.

2. constant copying of sentences, beginning when the child has noth-
ing to show but & line of broken eurves which no one could read, and ending
in tha faithful reproduetion of the original. Thia is begun, in some schools,
with littls or no reference to the knowledge of the words writien. FPro
appears to be slight at first, but when once the pupil learns to follow the direc-
tion of linea it is verv rapid.

3. The writing of slll)lm'l sentences without a copy. This can come only
where the forma of the letters are well known. By a lithle care in selecting,
however, it is possible to mmake & limited number of letters go a great way.
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THE, ALFHABET.
TWELVE BTUDIES.

Repeat the letters of the alphabet in their order.
Write them, using first small letters, and then capi-
tals. Count them.

auhc,defghl_] c 1lmmn
ABCDEFGHIJKLMN
opqrstuvwXxyz

Name the VoweLs in order. Name the CoNsonanTs.
Tell how many of each,

1. Choose a vowel, place a consonant before it, call it a

1V.

syllable, and pronounce it. Write the syllable, and
put the MacrON (—) over the vowel

Do the same with each vowel. Sing the Phonice
song, Ba be &i be bu. Page 26, Primer.

Choose a consonant, a vowel to follow it, then another
consonant to follow the vowel. Write the three like
a syllable or word. Note that the vowel has hecome
a short sound instead of a long. Pronounce the syl-
lable, and put the nrEvVE () over the vowel. Use all
the vowels thus. Write a list of words, following
this type. Example: ba, bit; s, sét, ete.
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V. Place after such syllables or words as were made in
the last lesson the final e, and consider the effect upon

the vowel.
Example: ti#b, tibe; clp, cipe; rip, ripe; nol,
note ; hat, hate.
VI. Sound g, and write some words using the letter as
marked.
Example: all, call, fall; awful, paw; cought,
taught.

VII. Do the same with &, &, and 8 Mark the vowels in
ah, fust, calf, care, dare, beur.
Sound : car, care ; bar, bare; far, fare.

VIII. Write ¢ and ¢ with the wave (~), and sound the let-
ters. Make play-words, by choosing a consonant to
precede. Give a ligt of real words ending inr. Use
the vowel » with the CIRCOMFLEX ().

IX. Mark the vowels in come, do, full, put, ete.
X. Use th, sh, sc, st, bl, pr, gu, sm, dr, dw, ete., In making
words.
XI. Pronounce: -est, -eth, -ard, -ani, -ent, -ble, -ing, -ful,
-ness, -tion, -er.  Make words.
XII. Study: y (long and short); g, s, and ¢ (hard and soft) ;
ng and nk.

Note, — These lessons are not put into such fangrege a8 children would require,
They are intended for cccasional uss, one at a time, in Blackboard work, a5 8 means
of helping children in the ready acquisition of words, and g0 of promoting fluency
In reading. It has seemed that this areangement would serve the teacher better
than the customary method of acattering lessone through the entire boolk.
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