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INTRODUCTION

Asong the shifting values in our lierary history, Emerson
stands zeeurc. Az a people we are prone rather to under-
estimate our pative writers in relation to Linglish and eonti-
nental anthors, it even among those who have been confent
to treat our lilerature as a by-product of British letters,
Emerson's significance has become only more apparent with
time, He moves into the eirele of those who are realitics,
not by reason of any detachment from his native conditions,
bub beeause of that intense idealizm which flowers best in the
gail from which he drew his mspiration, the soll which he
always left with regret and to which he ever returned with
satisfaction. |

He was horn in Boston, May 25, 1803, of & stock which
held high standards of conduct both for lhemselves amd
others. Um both sides he was descended from elerigal
anceslors who were ormaments of Thal Uheocracy of Kew
‘Fretind in the scventeenth and eightcenth centurics, in
which an admiring congregation took the color of its thought
from its mimster, and in return demanded of R phat e )
know how to think. His father, Willlam Danerson, was
clergyman of Lhe transition to Unitarianism, and his mother,
Buth Haskins, was of a stoieal fibre that made her Tie all
night with & broken hip rather than disturb the household
routine. She needed nh her courage, for her hushand died
in 1811, leaving her with five boys te bring up, of whom one
was mentally defective.

Ralph Waldo Emerson was the seeond of the five. He
was not parlicularly distinguished at the Boston Latin
Bchool or at Harvard College, from which he graduated in
1821. He had been learning during this period frugality
and industry and the other lessons that came naturally to a
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