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PREFACE

UNDER the title, * EvoLuTIiON AND RELIGION,” part
of this book was published in 18g3. The chapters on
Evolution have been revised, to the extent necessitated
by fresh discovery and the increased knowledge of recent
years, The remainder has becn treated in a somewhat
different manner, and almost entirely rewritten ; so that
the present volume, “ Evolution, and its Bearing on
Religions,” is substantially a new book.

The subject of Evolution has been before the world
for over two thousand years; but it is only within the
last hall century that its great and far-reaching con-
sequences have been appreciated. The pgenius and
labours of Darwin shed a great licht upon the mind,
and created a revolution in thought upon some of the
most momentous and serious subjects. It is true that
long before his time the theory of gradual development
had been accepted by the thinking few: but it was
owing to his discoveries that it received wide public
recognition, and became incorporated in the body of
organised knowledge. Other thinkers had divined the
truth that the organic, like the inorganic, has arisen
from the operation of an all-embracing mechanical law.
It was reserved for Darwin to prove it, by discovering
the natural law under the operation of which the living
world in all its forms has arisen.

The powerful interests invelved in the ultimate con-
sequences of such views becoming accepted by the
public, raised a violent storm of opposition which had
an educational effect contrary to that intended and
hoped for by the opponents of Evolution. It was seen
that the truth of the theory was making progress among
all classes ; and in the hope of saving the great interests
from complete wreck, Darwin was appealed to, and
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